 Issue Four

table of contents
Welcome To |
Get to Know: This is Matt Chambers
Hire Me: How to Land a Great First Job
Advanced Interior Design & Technology: Constructed Learning
Animation: Students & Studios
Audio: Minding (Your Own) Business
Digital Filmmaking: Accelerated Learning
+ (Good) Newsflash
unCOVERed 2018 | Grad Profiles










Advanced Interior Design & Technology
Animation - 2DADA
Animation - AGFVE
Audio - Electronic Music Production
Digital Photography
Event & Promotions Management
Graphic & DIgital Design
Network Administrator | Security Specialist
Veterinary Hospital Assistant

Digital Photography: Behind the Camera
Event & Promotions Management: Bark in the Park
Graphic & Digital Design and Website Development:
A Designer(s) Destination
Network Security: It’s (Not Just) a Man’s World
Veterinary Hospital Assistant: Laughter is the
Best (Veterinary) Medicine
We’ve Been Busy
The Last Word: Get Your Geek On

4
5
6
8
10
12
14
15
17
18
20
22
25
26
28
30
34
35
37
40
42
44
46
48
50

Contact:

Centre for Arts and Technology, Landmark Technology Centre III , Suite 100 - 1632 Dickson Avenue,
Kelowna, BC, V1Y 7T2. Telephone: 250-860-2787 Website: digitalartschool.com

special thanks:

In no particular order: Sean Ridgway, Jennifer Yeo, Victor Poirier, Chris Holmes, Grant
Robinson, Randal Typusiak, Miranda Abild, Carrie Kiesewetter, Amy Nutt, Megan Reid, Janell
Alm, Carla Du Toit, Natasha Di Iuorio, Trygg Nelson, GDD/WD Q1 Design Lab, Deval Kirby,
Josh Wielinga, Anne Pawlowski, Matt Redmond, Martin Theiss. If we have missed anyone, we
apologise - we are (as always) currently suffering from deadline brain.

Cover Credits:

‘Light Painting’ by Digital Photography class. This issue’s interFACE logo by Trigg Nelson.

get involved:

To get involved with interFACE, or send us some good story ideas, please contact Deborah
Lampitt-McConnachie at deborah@digitalartschool.com.
© Centre for Arts and Technology, 2018.

2

All rights reserved. No part of interFACE 2018 magazine may be reproduced or transmitted in any form without the
expressed written consent of the publisher. The publisher reserves the right to accept or reject any editorial or advertising
material. The views expressed in interFACE 2018 are those of the respective contributors and not necessarily those of the
publisher, staff or college. Although all reasonable attempts are made to ensure accuracy, the publishers do not assume
any liability for errors or omissions anywhere in the publication.

3

Welcome to

time with students. As such, we thought would we take a moment every new issue
introduce a face you might see around but maybe haven’t spoke
with. Maybe next
 get to know

This is Matt Chambers.

This is Matt Chambers.
He works at CAT as our Technical Services Manager in the IT Department.

He works at CAT as our Technical Services
Manager
in the
Department.
Student
Success asked
himITthese
questions:
Welcome to Issue Four of interFace, CAT’s
quarterly magazine. This issue sees us
spotlighting a new crop of CAT graduates,
ready to go out and take over the world.
Meet them in the unCOVERed section,
starting on page 17.
In addition to this, we have fabulous stories
on a myriad of different topics - from advice
for securing a great first job, to helpful hints
about running your own business, to what
gets our ‘inner geek’ going. We also meet
an instructor who is making a name for
themselves on the stand-up comedy circuit
here in the Okanagan.

Sometimes, it’s not always easy to get to know staff. They are busy or sometimes don’t get a lot of face
do you
here atquestions:
asked
him
time with students. As such, we thought would we take a moment every new issueWe
ofWhat
Interface
todothese
CAT? (1 sentence)
introduce a face you might see around but maybe haven’t spoke with. Maybe next time, you’ll say hi?
I look after the technology at
What
do you
do here
CAT both
in Kelowna
and inat CAT? (1
Surrey.
I likethe
everything
about at CA
I look
after
technology
IT – I’ve been doing it for 25
and
in
Surrey.
I
like
everything
a
years and I simply love it all.
This is Matt Chambers.
doing it for 25 years and I simply

He works at CAT as our Technical Services Manager in the IT Department.

Three words that best

3 words
describethat
you?best describe you?
We asked him these questions:
42Friendly, Creative, 42.

What do you do here at CAT? (1 sentence)
What
dolast
last weekend?
Whatdid
did you
you do
I look after the technology at CAT both
in
Kelowna
weekend?
Played Far Cry 5 and did a puzzle
and in Surrey. I like everything about
IT –FarI’ve
been
Played
Cryaway
5 and did
wife
through
theabox so th
doing it for 25 years and I simply love
it all.
puzzle
with my family. My wife
interesting.
threw away the box so that

As usual, there are lots of other interesting
things going on at the college as well, which
we are happy to bring to your attention. It
really is all the cool stuff (and people) that
make CAT what it is - a varied and vibrant
creative community.

made things interesting.

3 words that best describe you? Friendly, Creative,
If I gave you $1000 today, how
42
If I gave
you
$1000
today,part of o
I would
get
the
second
how would you use it?
we
would
have
a
room
What did you do last weekend? I would get the second part connecte
of
Played Far Cry 5 and did a puzzlespace!
with
my family.
My
our truck
tent so that
we would

We also want to thank everyone who has
made this issue possible, and we hope you
enjoy reading it as much as we did putting it
together for you.

a room
connected to the
wife through away the box so that have
made
things
sleeping space!
interesting.

InterFACE Editorial Team

What’s an interesting fact

If I gave you $1000 today, how would
aboutyou
you?use it?
I would get the second part of our The
truck
tent
so that
binary
tattoo
on my arm is
number
42.
we would have a room connected the
to the
sleeping
space!
What’s an interesting fact abou

Why are we called interFACE?
The word interface is both a noun (a point
where two systems, subjects, organizations,
etc., meet and interact), and a verb
(interact with another system, person,
organization, etc.), that also has techie
connotations (a device or program enabling
a user to communicate with a computer;
to connect with another computer or piece
of equipment by an interface); lastly, the
magazine is the ‘internal face’ of the college.
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tattoo on my arm is the number 42.

Who is a colleague you
admire and why?

Mike Blow has really stepped

Who is a colleague you admire and why?
up and tackled every challenge
given him ingiven
his IT role.
also
Mike Blow has really stepped up and tackled every challenge
himI in
his IT role
appreciate that he encourages
that he encourages my Far Cry addiction. Thanks Mike!
my Far Cry addiction. Thanks
Mike!

Selfie and drawing by Matt What’s
Chambers an
| Interview
by Miranda
Abild
interesting
fact
about

tattoo on my arm is the number 42.

you? The binary

Who is a colleague you admire and why?
Mike Blow has really stepped up and tackled every challenge given him in his IT role. I also appreciate
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As CAT grads are heading out to find gainful employment, we
thought some tips from staff and alumni might prove helpful!

How To Land A Great First Job
“I think the biggest thing to
remember is to be confident –
confident in the experience you
have, the knowledge you’ve
gained, and your ability to do
the job that is set out for you
– whether that is a job you’ve
created for yourself or a job a
company has hired you to do.
Even if you are not an overly
confident person, you know the
facts about your knowledge &
skills so take that forward and
present it with pride; clients
and corporations will want that
attitude representing them.
Also – don’t apply for
anything and everything –
apply for the jobs you truly
see yourself doing or for
companies whose mission and
values match your own career
oriented goals – you won’t be
passionate about something
you are not interested in doing
and passion is the key to
success.” Emily Hubbard (EPM

Alumni)

“Finding is one thing - most
people now just blanket the
postings found on any of the
myriad job sites out there. Far
more important, in my opinion,
is to remain diligent on
following up with any contacts
made, or resume’s sent, or
interviews had. From watching
my wife go through the process
a while ago, this proved to
be quite successful as too
many individuals just get on
line and, again, “blanket” the
postings but don’t take the
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time to follow up to ensure
the “poster” received it, and
also to provide any additional
information if he/she is in the
running. This kind of puts a
voice/name to the process as
well, which is appreciated!”
Ryan Campbell
“Persistence is the number one
thing. Don’t give up, apply
everywhere and continue to
hone your craft. If a job
comes along that is in your
field, but not your dream job,
you take it! You don’t have
the luxury of being selective.
Get your foot in the door and
start earning that valuable,
on the job, experience” Sean
Ridgway
“1. Create a list by going
on google and searching
a keyword that brings up
businesses that employ in
your niche (“Web Design
Kelowna”). This could be a
search term that a client would
search to find these types of
businesses on the web. 2. Get a
great looking resume template
from graphicriver.net. 3. Tailor
each resume and cover letter
to each job you are applying
for (make sure to do some
generalized research about
their company for interview
ammo). 4. Save small file sized
pdf versions of your resume,
ideally with clickable links to
your portfolio work. 5. Print
resume/coverletter’s. 6. Apply
to all of the places on your
list, REGARDLESS if they say

they are hiring. 7. Practice role
playing all the right things to
say in an interview, based on
research (specifically for your
niche). 8. Get the job.” Kiko
Carisse (GDWD Alumni)
“Many people have a blueprint
for their education and career,
but remember to remain openminded! My first job wasn’t
what I thought it was going to
be, but it led me in a wonderful
direction.” Matt Redmond
“Quick tips for jobs post-grad:
from a photography grad.
Use tags relevant to the city
you’re in! Social media will
get you work. Join any kind
of facebook/linkedin groups
in your area. “Okanagan
Photographers”, for example.
People are always looking
for freelancers/assistants and
backups. Shooting an event for
free now, could mean a paid
gig next time. Charity events
are a great way to get your
name out there, without heavy
expectations from a client.”
Mike Blow (DP Alumni)
“Network! The best jobs
come through the grapevine.
You need to get yourself in
the position where you are
hearing about the jobs before
they are even advertised.
And in interview, remember
that it is as much about you
interviewing them to find out if
it is somewhere you are going
to enjoy working as it is them
interviewing you!” Deborah
Lampitt-McConnachie

“Get out there! Any moment
can be an opportunity to
network. At a coffee shop,
on a bike ride, at an event we cross paths with so many
people in a day, and you never
know who you might meet if
you don’t stop to ask. Make
new acquaintances, ask about
themselves and their interests
and share yours. It doesn’t
have to be work related.
You will be applying for jobs
with candidates that have
similar skill sets. Companies
are looking for someone that
not only has the skills required
for the job but also someone
who will fit with the company
culture. These are traits that
aren’t easily put on a resume
or in a portfolio. Meeting
potential employers or future
coworkers in casual social
settings can give you a huge
advantage when your name
comes across a desk or into
conversation. Recognition will
make them pause and take
note over other applicants.
Employers are more willing
to take a chance on someone
whom they feel they or
someone in the company
knows.” Kat Benslar
“None of the jobs in my entire
working life were awarded
based on application/resume.
In fact I have never applied
for a single job I had in my
entire career. To get the great
jobs you have to network,
network, network! Building
relationships so you can show
people your talent and work
ethic is key. Doing things that
get you remembered in a
positive way is always better
than what’s on a piece of
paper. If you want to work
for a specific company, get
to know the people that work
there. One referral is worth
ten job applications!” Martin
Theiss

“I guess the best advice I could
give would be to just keep
doing what you love to do. If
you’re passionate about art
and want to make it into a
career for yourself don’t let
anything get in the way of
that. Make it a reality.
Jump on any and every
opportunity you can. Be it
training, job shadowing, or
doing tests at studios. Also
submit demo reels even if
you aren’t qualified or there
isn’t a posting that’s right for
you. Who knows, they may
really like you and fit you in
somewhere.
Make friends with your
classmates, they may be the
ones who will open doors for
you to get your foot into.
Lastly. And I cannot stress this
enough. Follow up. I would
never have landed myself a
job if not for following up with
the recruiters right away after
demo reel night. They will not
always go out of their way to
contact you, even if they want
to hire you. You have to make
the effort first.” Stephanie
Ritchot (Animation Alumni)
“Hone in on what you are
most passionate about; then
pursue it wholeheartedly with
everything you’ve got. Passion
trumps skills every day of the
week. Skills can be taught, but
passion is found in your blood,
sweat and tears.” Dale Berg
“Treat yourself to the coolest
pair of shoes...then use them.
Start putting your name and
your work in front of those
who you respect. Visit every
agency, every producer, every
art director and every editor,
whose work or ethos you
admire.” Grant Robinson
“My advice would be to
collect references and explore
your connections! Ask your
instructors if they’d be

comfortable being a reference
prior to graduation so that
you’re fresh in their mind.
Exploring connections could
help you land not only a great
job, but a job that is a great
fit for your specific talents
and personality (these people
know and like you!).” Carrie
Kiesewetter
“Some of you won’t get
scooped right out of school
for a job, and that’s ok. I
mean, it’s gonna feel bad, but
getting your foot in the door
is hard. There are two things
you should focus on, making
connections with people who
DO have a job in a studio, and
focusing on improving your
portfolio.
[During the hiring process] you
will get tests to do, and a time
limit on when you need to get
them done; and, if you have
to decide on getting a job in
a studio or making it to your
8am grocery store shift, follow
the path that will lead to where
you want to go. You can do it.”
Vanessa Woodford (Animation
Alumni)

“Connections! Connections!
Connections! Industry nights
are huge for meeting new
people, getting your foot in
and leading you in the right
direction for where you’d like
to see yourself in a workplace.
Apply for everything and
DON’T be afraid to take on
something smaller because in
the Event’s industry, it always
takes you further and leads to
bigger doors filled with great
opportunities. Work hard
and go above and beyond
if this is your passion. It is
always noticed and turns into
something that you thought
would take years to achieve.”
Gabby Urban (EPM Alumni)

Image sourced from aco.uk.net
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‘Constructed’

 Advanced interior design & technology

LEARNING

Doesn’t every designer long to see their ideas turned into reality? This term,
for one lucky Interior Design Student, this is exactly what is going to happen.
The Interior Design
Department has been
busy on a collaborative
competition with Westwood
Fine Cabinetry in Kelowna.
The challenge to design
a contemporary cabinet
inspired by mid-century
modern design.

The competition was
judged by Kitsul, Muller
and ID Department Head
Jennifer Yeo, and the winner
announced in class on Tuesday
August 7th.

“We were looking for
something that encompassed
all the learning outcomes of
the ‘Millwork, Detailing and
Furniture Design’ class, and
collborated it into one design,”
explains instructor Andrea
Muller. “This project did just
that.”

The judging criteria included:
overall design, referencing
the mid-century modern
aesthetic; application of
materials and finishes;
knowledge of constructibility
(understanding how things
would fit together); quality of
drawings; cost of construction;
and ability to fabricate
design without (many)
revisions.

Enter Westwood Fine
Cabinetry. Operations
Director Daryl Kitsul was
drafted in to act as project
advisor. As the project
progressed, he was so excited
by the students’ work, he
suggested that the winning
entry actually be produced as
a one-off piece.

“All the entries were really
good - the students all really
tried, and took constructive
criticism really well. But the
winning design needed almost
no changes to be able to
produce it,” explains Kisul.
“The drawings were clear,
easily build-able without
having to change almost

anything, and the joinery was
really well thought through.”
The winner? Cassidy Stober,
who will be graduating from
the AIDT program this coming
September. Runner up was
classmate Kacie Atkinson.
“The idea behind my design
was prominently based on
the client profile we received
for the assignment. I was
determined to create a piece
that met the clients needs
without sacrificing their midcentury modern design style,”
explains Cassidy. “I drew
inspiration from other shelving
units and cabinets. I continued
the process with a surplus of
process sketches and finally
landed on a design I felt would
make the theoretical clients
happy.
“Throughout the project/
competition process, I really
enjoyed seeing the amazing
cabinet designs my classmates
made,” says Stober. “The

competition definitely upped
our game and made the whole
process feel very real. Despite
the added pressure, everyone
was up for the challenge and
produced really amazing
designs.”
“We definitely learned a lot,”
says runner up Atkinson.
“I have a much better
understanding of this area
now.”
“It was great to have feedback
from an experienced person in
the field,” adds student Ciara
Ryan.
“Winning the prize was an
absolute privilege. I’ve always
loved the idea of designing
furniture so for me to see
my furniture design come to
life was such an honor,” says
Stober. “I’m very grateful
towards CAT, Jenn Yeo and
Westwood Fine Cabinetry
for making this amazing
experience happen.”

Below (left to right): the judges - Daryl Kitsul, Jennifer Yeo and Andrea Muller; Daryl with students and their
projects; Andrea, Daryl and winner Cassidy Stober; Cassidy with winning project; runner-up Kacee Atkinson
with project. Left: Stober’s winning design.
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Students &

STUDIOS

 animation

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, so here is a visual
representation of some of the studios and projects our animation
alumni have been involved with over the past few years.

Chris Butikofer
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Chelsea Kuhn

Nathan Thomas

Jacob Leblanc

Samuel Streit

Chris Andrews

Sarah Fletcher

Brad Sorochka

Svend Gregori

Michael Friesen

Nathan Thomas

Harrison Garvin

Nathan Thomas

Jason Woodroff

Nathan Thomas

Nathan Thomas

Alex Alho

Nathan Thomas

Isa Jais

Shannon Savoie

Devin Watterston

Erik Stensrud

Nathan Thomas

Anita Dekok

Jason Woodroff

Jason Woodroff

Ben Kelly

Josh Grischkat

Erica Kim

Jason Woodroff

Ben Kelly
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Minding (Your Own)

BUSINESS
That First Year
The first year of a new
business venture sucks.
There’s just no other way
to spin it. Struggling to get
your business off the ground
is something every person
deals with, and for most
it really is the great filter.
Most businesses don’t get
out of this first year, as it
becomes too difficult, too
financially draining, and most
importantly too emotionally
draining. Trying to get an
independent creative business
off the ground is even
harder work, and for most
people that hard work with
overshadow the end reward.
Entire books are written on
successful business structure
and management, but here’s
a few pointers that I feel
greatly helped me when my
business was in it’s infancy.
Getting Your First Client Is
The Hard Part
Getting someone, anyone to
pay for your services when
you’re completely untested
and green is a monumental
hurdle. Often, that first client
is the most critical one of your
career, as the quality of that
project will directly affect
whether you get another.
That first client is so important
that I am going to suggest
something very taboo: Do
whatever is necessary to
make it great, even if it
means working for free.
One of the first projects I
worked on out of school was
a tiny metal album for some
friends of a friend. They
had no idea how my work
would be as I had literally
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never recorded a single thing
outside of school (that I’d
want them to hear), so they
were very hesitant to work
with me. I knew this project
was critical to me, so I made
a daring pitch: They would
put money up for studio time,
and I wouldn’t charge them
for my time. I would make
zero dollars on the album,
but the one variable that was
the most critical to the final
product would be covered. I
knew that if they would spring
for the studio on my choice, I
would be able to deliver on
the sound they wanted.
It was a huge financial
gamble, and I was lucky
enough that it paid off.
Months later when the album
finally released, I had three
different artists reach out
simply based on hearing it.
Those three bands were the
real beginning of my career,
and the first band was more
of a stepping stone. What
would of happen if I charged
them? More than likely we
would of sacrificed a better
studio space and the final
project would have been
weaker.
The quality of your first project
should outweigh your own
financial needs.
Quantity Over Quality
(Mostly)
Within your first year, you
should follow a simple
Mantra: Quantity Over
Quality. I know this goes
against the norm but hear
me out. No matter how
skilled you are, or how much
you’ve learned through
formal education, there’s an

intangible skill set that comes
with experience. The quicker
you can get that experience,
the faster you’ll be able to
deliver a top notch product.
For every record I’ve done
that I’m very proud of, there
are dozens that I hope no one
ever digs up. While most of
those projects are absolutely
terrible, it was the experience
and skills I learned working
on them that makes me who I
am today. Learning to “polish
turds” is an essential skill,
especially in audio, and the
only way to learn how to do
it is by working with terrible
artists.
A producer who was much
wiser than me once told me:
“Bad music is forgotten. Here’s
what’ll happen, either the song
is bad and no one will care
what it sounds like, or the song
will be good and suddenly
people will think your bad
engineering was intentional. It’s
win-win for you.”
Once you get through your
first year and have done your
share of terrible albums or
projects, then start becoming
more selective, and strive
towards greatness.
Good Fast Cheap
I’ve attached an image that
I think should live on the wall
of every studio, office, or
creative space for clients to
see. This singular image sums
up what it’s like discussion
budgets with clients when you
first start out. Everyone wants
a flawless, top notch product,
for free, and to receive it by
the end of this sentence. This is
never the reality, and showing
them this diagram helps

 audio

If working for yourself
is the dream, here’s
what you need to
know.
bring it in to focus for most
people. It’s a simple process:
Pick two and only two of the
three options. By forcing your
clients to prioritize what it is
they actually want and need,
it’ll help them understand the
reality of what it is they want
done. If I had to sum this up
in a simple slogan if would
be this:
Quality costs. You either have
to spend your time or your
money.
Manage Client Expectations
I don’t know if it’s just
coincidence, or a statistically
verifiable phenomenon, but
the clients that a new business
attract seem to always
have the most outlandish
expectations for their final
product. In the first few
years of my audio work, I
dealt with the most difficult
clients in my entire career.
Their expectations for what
they were capable of were
not realistic, they wanted
a quality that would cost
any other artist hundreds of
thousands of dollars, and to
top it off they are seemingly
experts on recording.
Managing these types of
people is a critical life skill
you have to learn, and
unfortunately the only way to
do that is by having one of
them steamroll you.
About a year into being an
engineer, I was approached
to mix an album for an artist
from my hometown. I was
living in LA at the time, and
they really liked a record
I had done and wanted a
similar sound. I explained
to them that that wasn’t

really possible as that album
had been tracked in LA
with a very specific studio
and equipment, and that I
doubted that their recordings
were of a similar quality.
Despite this warning the band
wanted to move forward
with mixing the album. We
agreed on a rate, including
five revisions. After I sent a
first draft to the client, I was
horrified when I got back
what can only be described
as a short novel of changes.
The artist understood that
they only had a finite amount
of revisions, so they were
going to cram as many
changes as possible into each
one.
To sum up this story up, I spent
close to an additional 40-50
hours doing changes for them,
and at the end of which they
still complained that they
had more they wanted to do.
The reality was that despite
my attempts to make them
understand that their album
would never sound like that
other record, they were
trying to micro manage their
way into somehow making it
happen.
From that point forward, I
always set a limit on how
many revisions I would do
AND how many hours I would
spend on said revisions. I
also adopted a fairly heavy
handed approach to honesty
with artists, and usually

included a phrase like: “If you
want to sound like XYZ album,
this is what it costs and this is
what you’ll need to be able
to do. If you can’t do that
or pay that then it will not
happen”
The Light At The End Of The
Tunnel
The first years a grind that
shouldn’t be taken lightly. It’s
designed to weed out those
who aren’t really that serious
about it, and to really show
you whether or not you are
capable of following your
dream career.
I’d like to leave with this
quote from Bill Gates:
“What you do is about 50
hours and 90% drop out
because they don’t like it or
they’re not good. Then you do
another 50 hours and 90%
drop out. It’s these constant
cycles, and you do have to be
lucky enough, but you do also
have to be fanatical enough
to keep going. The person
who makes 10,000 hours is
not just somebody who’s done
it for 10,000 hours, they’re
somebody who is chosen and
been chosen many different
times”
The meaning of this rings very
true, the people who succeed
in any industry are those
that are willing to put in the
work and push through the
adversity.
Words: Chris Holmes
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Accelerated

 digital filmmaking

(GOOD)

Learning

NEW$FLA$H

Nothing beats industry experience, something Digital Film
students are learning, thanks to Accelerate Okanagan.
Every year in Term 4,
CAT’s Digital Film students
are paired up with local
companies to shoot a
corporate video. This ‘live’
project is part of the Business
of Video and Film course, and
is done in partnership with
Accelerate Okanagan.
“Accelerate Okanagan is a
tech accelerator – we help
technology and tech-enabled
companies start and grow their
businesses,” says Brea Retzlaff,
Director of Operations. “We
provide mentor-ship programs
to help companies build their
business models. And, on the
flip side, we do community
building. A stronger tech
community helps to rise the tide
of all the tech companies we
work with; I think that is really
where this partnership with CAT
started.“
This collaboration has
been running since 2014,
during which time over 60
companies and students have
participated - and benefited.
“The partnership was initiated
by myself and Victor Poirier
sitting down to discuss how
Accelerator Okanagan
could be working more with
the Centre for Arts and
Technology,” Retzlaff explains.
“Victor said he was looking
for real industry clients that
the students could work with in
order to have that real world
experience. I said we have a
large database of clients - and
are constantly working with
new ones - and it would be a
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real win for these early stage
start-ups to get a profession
video that they could include
on their website. That was how
it started.”
The project’s selection process
echoes how it would operate
in the real world.
“Typically, we put out the call
for proposals. The company
says who they are, what their
company does, what kind
of video projects they are
wanting, and why the students
should want to work with
them – it’s a bit of a pitch
to the students really. This is
neat, because it makes the
companies work a little harder,
and helps them to understand
that it is a quality project they
are going to get,” says Brea.
“We compile the applications
and then hand them over to
Victor who curates them, and
then it is based on the kinds
of projects that pique the
individual students’ interests,
because we want them to do
work they are going to be
excited about.”
Companies that have
participated in the project
have ranged from Purppl,
social enterprise accelerator,
to SoilMate.com, a website
which connects consumers with
their local food and drink
growers, raisers, producers
and supporters.
“In the first go round I think
we had about ten different
companies apply, and I think
six of them got chosen by your
students,” Retzlaff remembers.

We are super-happy to announce that Digital
Filmmaking alumni Benjamin Musgrave has
recently been awarded with one of Telefilm
Canada’s ‘Talent To Watch’ grants. The grant
consists of $125,000 worth of funding towards
Benjamin’s next film project, a musical that will
be filmed in southern Saskatchewan.

“The first applicant companies
were tech-focused, but more
recently I would say they are
tech-enabled companies. It’s
any kind of company that is
using tech at the core of their
business.”

The ‘Talent To Watch’ program supports the
production, digital distribution and promotion
of a first feature-length film, or other format
of narrative-based audiovisual content made
specifically for online distribution. It finances
emerging content creators who are recent
alumni of a partner educational institution,
active members of partner cooperatives or
recent participants of partner film festival
incubator initiative, or who have directed a
short film that was selected at a recognized
film festival.

The partnership has created
win-win scenario, in more
ways than one.
“We wanted a better flow of
students working with local
companies, so hopefully when
they graduate they can stay
here and freelance, work for
themselves, or work within one
of the companies.”
“Everyone has been very, very
pleased with the videos, and
use them in multiple ways
– either on social media or
embedded on their websites.
Accelerate Okanagan has even
had a video done.”

Benjamin’s short film ‘Late Harvest’ (also a
musical) was recipient of the ‘Golden Sheaf
Award - Performing Arts and Entertainment’
at the 2017 Yorkton Film Festival. His new film
is one of 45 first feature and narrative web
projects selected from applications across
Canada.

“It was important to offer
students an opportunity to
develop the skills of working
with a live client in a safe
and educationally pertinent
environment,” says Victor
Poirer, Department Head
of Digital Film. “Accelerate
Okanagan’s business
incubator was a perfect fit,
as it offered not only a wide
range of organizations and
opportunities for our students
to work with, it also meant
that established production
companies were not being
negatively impacted by
students going to the wider
business community offering
free work in return for their
services.”
Past and present project collaborators.
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 Network Security Specialist

Open to the public. Admission is free.

u n C O V E R e d
Innovation Centre | 460 Doyle Ave



Kelowna, BC



V1Y 0A2

DIGITALARTSCHOOL.COM

DCH Hair Company is a
cutting edge salon in Kelowna,
BC. We are a Redken based
salon with highly educated
staff in all things hair! Taking
pride in our work is something
we believe to be very
important therefore, everyone
that walks into our salon
leaves with healthy, shiny and
beautiful hair.
Not only do we specialize in
the ever popular "Balayage"
technique we are also
educated on trendy haircuts
for women and men. If you
are someone who has hair that
needs a colour, cut, new style
or even just a bang/ beard
trim DCH has you covered!

AD

Our location is very central
and convenient with free
parking. Yes, FREE PARKING
in Kelowna!

GRADUATION PROGRAM

Check out our Facebook page
for pictures and more info on our
salon.

 Advanced Interior Design & Technology
 2D Animation & Digital Art
 Animation for Game, Film & Visual Effects
 Audio Engineering - Electronic Music Productions
 Digital Photography
 Event & Promotions Management
 Graphic & Digital Design
 Network Administration Specialist
 Network Security Specialist
 Veterinary Hospital Assistant

Orchard Plaza
Shopping Centre
1876 Cooper Road
Kelowna, V1Y 9N6
250-861-8442
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20% O F F

Call today to book in with one of our talented
staff and receive 20% off!
Just mention this add when you call (250)861-8442!

Graduation Exhibition
THURSDAY
20 SEPTEMBER
Exhibition: 4 - 8pm

PRESENTATIONS
AIDT: 1-4pm
Animation | Industry & Alumni: 4-5pm
Animation | Friends & Family: 5-6pm
Digital Photography| Photo Essays: 6-8pm
Innovation Centre|460 Doyle Ave, Kelowna
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Advanced Interior
Design & technology

Bethany
Friesen

18

Kacie
Atkinson

BETHANY FRIESEN: I
have always loved design
and how it fuses creativity
and technical skills. My goal
as an interior designer is to

Design is my passion. It never
ceases to amaze me how
one simple sketch can evolve
into something real and
completely unique. I am an
Interior Designer, an educator,
a researcher, and a creator and I love what I do.

AMY JANSEN: Growing
up in a small rural Albertan
town, I have had a passion
to create and design spaces
from a young age. My love
for natural and rustic design
is from my roots of living in
the country. Nature has always
inspired me and I always find
ways to incorporate it into my
spaces.
The feeling that comes from
designing what was once an
idea is so inspiring and helping

others is the cherry on top.
After graduating from
CAT, I plan to work as a
residential designer, striving
to create unique designs
with sustainability and the
environment in mind.

JAMIE LETWINETZ: As a

young girl, I often designed
my own bedroom by sketching
out floor plans with crayons.
As the years passed, I
discovered a real passion for
spatial design. As I have grown
through the ID program, I
have found that I thrive on
unique challenges, do not fear
the size of a project, and
am driven to explore every
creative possibility. I plan to
pursue a residential design
career creating spaces that
only some can dream of, all
while supporting environmental
sustainability through material
selection, and the development
of a post-construction
recycling program.
I design spaces that bring out
your personality, love for life,
and your thoughts and dreams
that have yet to reach paper.

AVERY PROKOPETZ:

I am an interior designer.
One thing I love about

design is the problem-solving
process; creating something
out of nothing. By using my
imagination, I begin exploring
possibilities of new design
concepts. Then, I seek out
various potentials for creating
unique and out-of-the-ordinary
spaces. What excites me the
most about design is seeing
the end results and how all my
ideas have come to life. I’ve
always been drawn to interior
design. It was something that
intrigued me. It seemed too
good to be true to have a
career in something that was
actually fun. I found myself
inspired to look into what
interior design was about.
Next thing I knew I was
an interior design student
at The Centre for Arts and
Technology.

finding beauty in everything,
then carving (or drafting) until
its story is released. Among
many strengths, I pour ideation
and strategy into my design
projects to create technically
savvy and artistically unique
spaces. In future endeavors
I look forward to bringing
the story behind every home,
business or commercial
endeavor to life by unifying
strategic planning, human
wellness and sustainable
stewardship.

After graduating, I plan on
working full time at Heritage
Office Furniture doing office
design.

The Centre for Arts and
Technology has empowered
me to pursue a career
of creativity, design and
technicality. I am forever
grateful for the advantageous
teachings from successful
industry professionals. Their
knowledge and experience has
been an invaluable asset to my
success as a student.

CASSIDY STOBER:
“I SAW AN ANGEL IN THE
MARBLE AND CARVED
UNTIL I SET HIM FREE.”
MICHELANGELO
Through my experiences, I’ve
found that design is about

I believe that well designed
environments should leave
the user feeling harmonious
with their surroundings. Every
interaction should be seamless,
every glance should hold
balance, and each space
should embody a unique
experience.

Cassidy Stober

The Centre for Arts and
Technology has provided
me with the opportunity to
showcase my creativity through
design. The combination of
industry professionals as
instructors and the extent of
learning material provided
is what creates a successful
individual. I will be forever
grateful of the instructors for
the constant encouragement
and motivation to strive for
success.

inspire others with innovative
designs that revolve around
sustainability and human
wellness. I'm excited to work
on projects that allow me the
opportunity to express my
creativity while meeting each
client’s unique requirements.
In the future, I hope to
explore concepts surrounding
contemporary small living
residences and have the
opportunity to specialized in
commercial design.

Avery
Prokopetz

interested in commercial
design involving office spaces,
hospitality and healthcare. My
goal as a designer is to create
innovative and functional
interiors, while captivating the
users of the space. Creativity
has always been a part of
who I am; part of my identity.
Using waves as curvilinear
forms, or the vibrant colours
of a peacock’s feather, or the
intricate veining of a leaf.
Inspiration is everywhere. It’s
just a matter of discovering the
magnificence around us.

Amy
Jansen

KACIE ATKINSON: I most

Jamie
Letwinetz

GRADUATES
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GRADUATES

2DADA

Animation

ALYSE AMADO
JESSICA BARKER
ZOE BARON
CLAIRE BOWYER
CHELSIE HABERLAND: It’s hard to pick just one cartoon that
has had an influence on me, however, the amazing art in Howl’s
Moving Castle by Hayao Miyazaki and Studio Ghibli, has inspired
my love of background design.

CONNOR HALE: I’ve always been inspired the most by
Spongebob, because of the silly out-of-this-world style, and
the super-gross detailed painted gross-ups.
LEVI HAVERKAMP: Well, for me it started with a passion for
art. I loved art, and I also loved movies, heck when I was younger
I’d pretty much only watch animated movies. I also loved Disney,
and all their animated movies. When I realized that I could be an
animator, I was thinking “I COULD DRAW CHARACTERS FOR
THE REST OF MY LIFE AND MAKE MONEY AND WORK FOR
DISNEY?! SIGN ME UP!” I soon was taking animation classes, and
gained a respect for animators.
MALCOLM MCPHERSON
JORDAN MUNSON: Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles was and
is the cartoon that inspired me the most. I love the characters, the
story and every turtle has at one point been my favorite character
to date. It is definitely what made me into the person I am today.

We asked 2DADA grads:

What cartoon are you, or have you been, most inspired
by and why?
This page (clockwise from top
right): Jordan Munson; Alyse
Amado; Levi Haverkamp;
Connor Hale.
Opposite page: Chelsie
Haberland.
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AGFVE (Animation for Games, Film & Visual Effects)
We asked AGFVE grads:

What would be your dream studio to work for and why?

TRENTON ARMSTRONG: I honestly would

like to get hired to work with software and help
develop some crazy things such as demons and
fantasy lands. To be part of this experience
would be a dream come true, being able to see
their thought process behind all their fantastic
and surreal stories that depend on the character
to figure out and to watch how they come
around to developing their monsters.

EMILY EVANS: Personally I’m planning on
looking into 3D printing and starting up
my own little business making and printing
custom models. Working at Microsoft or
Gearbox would be pretty epic though.
EMMANUEL GUERRA AREIZAGA: Since

I was a little kid, I’ve always loved animation.
Seeing movies like the Lion King and Fantasia
inspired me to become an animator. It’s a dream
of mine to work at the Disney/Pixar animation
studios.

ASHLEY HALL: My dream studio would be to
work for Disney because I love their movies and
their art style.

CHRISTIAN HUGO: My dream studio would
be somewhere between Blizzard, Capcom, and
2k because they do fantastic projects and I’d like
to become a part of their good work, and to
help it become even better!
JAMES HUGO: I’d want to work for a

company that works on cool games and or
shows. I tend to have a semi-realistic approach
so I’d end up working for companies that puts
a level of detail into their work. I am however
open to cartoony styles as well.

HONG NGOC DIEN (DIEN) NGUYEN:

My dream studio to work for would be Pixar
since I love how they go in depth about
different aspects of life and turn them into a
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complete story with bunches of meaning and
hidden messages, plus their animation is always
amazing and perfect.

LEANDRA STEINMANN: I don’t have a
particular studio in mind that is my dream
studio. However, since I love writing as well as
animating, one day I would like to have my own
concept or story become an animated television
series or movie.
OLIVER TRIPLETT: Naughty Dog, because
they bring games to life

MICHAEL WALKER
KYLE WEAVER: My dream studio would be

Bethesda GameStudios because they work on
incredible projects, have good team oriented
values and have working environments that push
employees to grow and learn.

Also graduating:
PATRICK (RICK) DOBSLAFF
BRITTANY FARLEY
KAITLYN HENRICKSON
JACOB HILL
KATHERINE KLEIN
NYRIE KNIGHT
DANICA LACUSTA
SHANICE MACLEOD
TARIK MCDOUGALL
MEGAN MCGUIRE
CEILIDH MCNAUGHTON
LUC MOSER
MERCEDES NERON
BRADLEY POPLACK

This page (clockwise from top left): Emmanuel Guerra
Areizaga; Emily Evans; Christian Hugo; Ashley Hall;
JP Hugo; Leandra Steinmann. Dien Nguyen. Opposite
page (left to right): Oliver Triplett; Trenton Armstrong.
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Relvas Catering

Contact: 250-681-0801
relvascatering@gmail.com | www.relvascatering.com

~

The Sandwich Company by Relvas Catering

Contact: 250-862-4837
thesandwichcompany@shaw.ca, www.thesandwichco.ca
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ELECTRONIC MUSIC PRODUCTION

We cater events of all sizes from
Private Dinner Parties to Weddings to Corporate Events!
If you are looking for fresh, local and delicious
then give us a call for your next event!

Audio

GRADUATES
EMP
JERAHMIAH GUTFREUND
26 / Medicine Hat, AB
Jeremiah plans to become a house hold name in the West Coast
Bass scene and tour the world.

NOLAN HAIDER
19 / Regina, SK
Nolan plans on getting his music signed to Revealed Records
and touring across North America.

AUSTIN HUGGAN
22 / Kelowna, BC
Austin plans to make music that spreads positivity, hugs peoples
ears and gets him signed to OWSLA recordings.
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digital photography
GRADUATES

DARRYL T. ANDREWS: I think a photograph
can change the world or entertain for a second;
my photography lies somewhere between.
Images (clockwise from right):
Carly Hill; Darryl T Andrews;
Taylor Forrester; Joshua
Wielinga; Deval Kirby; Jad
Warde; Devon Araujo; Alec
Pacquette.

DEVIN ARAUJO: I don’t find myself getting
bored when I’m outside, there is always
something new to look at, something that you
haven’t noticed before but this time it caught
your eye. Maybe it’s a new smell, filling your
mind with memories from the past. I try and
capture those memories to look back on and
feel as if not a second has past.
TAYLOR FORRESTER: I’ve always wanted to
produce beautiful and creative images that
speak to people. I love the creative freedom
that photography allows me and the details and
beauty in things and strive to capture it in my
photos.
CARLY HILL: I’m drawn to capture love and
connection; there is no greater love expressed
than that of two individuals committing to each
other, and I believe that moment needs to be
captured and shared to reminisce in forever.
DEVAL KIRBY: Life demands to be seen in full
color. So show love. Be vibrant. Capture the
world.
ALEC PAQUETTE: Make sure you actually like
what you’re taking a photo of. There’s nothing
worse than when your disinterest shines through
your work.
JAD WARDE: Capturing people faces is not
something easy - for me it’s not about the face,
it’s about the soul behind it. I wait and wait and
wait until I get that moment when the face tells
the story.
JOSHUA WIELINGA: One of my favourite
feelings is watching people interact with the
photos I take of them, because of this, I always
do my best to make them smile when they see
their photo.
Also graduating: CYNTHIA PETERSON.
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GRADUATES
This year we are sending
another bumper crop of Event
Planning grads out into the
world. Meet them here first!
CHELSEA BOAN
From: Regina, SK
Next Location: Vancouver, BC
Event Speciality: Electronic
Music Events & Promotion.
“Chelsea is going to pursue
events in the music industry
in Vancouver over the next
year. She is getting work
experience with some bigger
companies in the industry as
well as planning to start up
her own company on the side.
She has a passion for
working behind the
scenes at any event doing
marketing, management, and
communications.
However, the best part is
designing an event from
nothing, watching it come to
life, and being inspired by the
happiness it brings to people
to start the process over
again.”

Chelsea Boan
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event + Promotions
Management

BRITTANY DUBEAU

JULIA MILLAR

WILMA MILLAR

From: Whitecourt, AB
Locating to: Kelowna, BC
Event Speciality: Festivals
and Marketing.

From: Surrey, BC
Locating to: The World
Event Speciality: Destination
Festivals, Events and Weddings.

From: West Kelowna
Heading to: West Kelowna
Event Speciality: I am a
great writer, and my specialty
is in community events, Sponsorship, Media and Marketing. I am planning to be West
Kelowna’s all occasions event
planner.

“Brittany Dubeau is a 24-yearold aspiring event professional,
graduating from CATO. She is
from Whitecourt Alberta, and
her passion is with festivals.
She enjoys the fast paced
environment that goes along
with her very outgoing, and
enthusiastic attitude.
During her time here at CATO,
she has gained plenty of new
skills, one being how to plan an
event from start to finish and
she gained real-life experience
that she will take and apply to
every event.
No matter how big or small,
she is very dedicated, creative
and will always get the job
done. She will be staying in
Kelowna BC to follow her
career in festivals and keep
building her connections.”

Brittany Dubeau

Photosof
of Julia
JuliaMillar,
Millar,Wilma
Wilma
Photos
Millarand
andJaden
JadenReid
Reidby
byDeval
Deval
Millar
Kirby.
Kriby.

“Julia Millar is an inspiring
event professional graduate
from Centre for Arts and
Technology.
She has a vivid imagination
when it comes to her career
and life goal. She is looking
for work within the industry
as she sets out on her journey
to build her own business and
loyalty in her community.
As an entrepreneur emerging
into the modern world and
taking imagination into
captivating events, she will
be starting in Kelowna and
branching out to Australia,
and Europe.
She hopes to continue her
education by attending the
Vancouver College Blanche
Macdonald, studying fashion
design within the next 5 years.”

Julia Millar

“I have loved event planning
since I was a little girl.
Through the years, I have
organized several community
events, anniversary parties,
birthday parties, wedding
and baby showers.
I have a background in
wedding planning and
interior decorating, and have
confirmed I made the right
decision to go to college and
continue with my passion.
I would like to work in the
Event Planning Industry as
soon as I graduate, and I
would like to start up my own
business in West Kelowna.
My new business name will
be called WM Events. I will
specialize in all occasions and
Wilma Millar

community events in West
Kelowna.”
JADEN REID
From: Fort McMurray
Heading to: Vancouver, then
possibly the States
Event Speciality: Action
Sports Events, especially good
at task management and
problem solving.
“I have always been drawn
to - and inspired by - things
with loud engines, big power,
or big air. One of my best
childhood memories is sitting
in front of the TV with my
grandfather, watching
the X-Games or Freestyle
Motorcross for hours at a
time, wanting to be there to
experience it in person.

passion that I knew had to be
pursued.
Throughout my time at CATO
I progressed with one vision
in mind, to work for Red Bull
and create events much like
the ones I attended when I
was younger. Now that I have
completed my program and
have the tools and knowledge
to create events like this, I
will be contacting Red Bull in
hopes to join the team and
being a part of the action
sport community.”
WILLIAM SMITH
From: Spruce Grove, AB
Heading to: Spruce Grove, AB
Event Speciality: Festivals
- more in the setup and takedown side.

Years later, I was fortunate
enough to attend a few
events including Monster
Jam, 2014 X-Games in Los
Angeles, and the Crankworx
Red Bull Joyride finals in
2017. Being up close in
person at these events left me
thrilled and sparked a new

“I first came to CAT to learn
more about the inside of what
goes on in a festival other than
just the bands. However, when I
got here I changed my reason
to further my bands’ career.
Within my time at CAT my
band has doubled in popularity
on Spotify, iTunes, and our
Facebook page.”

Jaden Reid

William Smith
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graphic & digital design

GRADUATES

What
I Do...
CAT’s current crop of Graphic
& Digital Design students describe
their work... in 25 words or less,
and/or on 3x3 squares.

Clockwise from top):
branding by Taylor Daly;
logo design by Tasia Diaz;
album cover artwork by
Tasia Diaz; manipulated
photographic art by
Katerina Rose.

THE

BLACK KEYS

THE BLACK KEYS
EL CAMINO

SIDE A
Lonely Boy
Dead and Gone
Gold on the Ceiling
Little Black Submarines
Money Maker
Run Right Back
Sister
Hell of a Season

SIDE B
Everlasting Light
Next Girl
Tighten Up
Howlin' for You
She's Long Gone
Stop Stop
Nova Baby
Mind Eraser

TASIA DIAZ: As a graphic designer, I love

NO

MI
EL CA

P & C
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TAYLOR DALY: I am a determined, organized,
and detail-oriented graphic designer. I hope to
exceed your expectations and provide you with
beautiful, powerful and innovative designs and
branding.

2018 NONESUCH INC.

PRODUCED BY DANGER MOUSE AND THE BLACK KEYS

clean designs with good contrast and purposeful
creation. I also love using my designs to make
people smile.

KATERINA ROSE: I visually connect
and problem-solve using photography and
illustration..
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magazine

Clockwise from
top left): branding
and bus shelter ad
by Trygg Nelson;
perfume ad by
Hannah Urazovsky;
‘Wander Woman’
cover and layout by
Sydney Vanderwood;
advertising posters
by James Pilz; logo
design by Hannah
Urazovsky.

トヨタセルシオ
1996年の初めに設計された
1997年9月に、改訂されたが
1998年のモデル年度に導入
されました。変更は5速オー
トマチックトランスミッショ
ン、216 kW（290 hp）

私
私は
はそ
それ
れが
がほ
ほし
しい
い
スタンスライフスタイル

my favourite things are
plants & graphic design.

その結 速時間と燃費が向上
した。サスペンションとステ
アリングは、フィーリングと
ハンドリングを改善するため
に微調整を受けましたイリッ
シュに、車両は新しいフロン

TRYGG NELSON: Work time - I create lively,

colourful graphics for business that like empty space
and abstract shapes. Free time - I design messes in
Photoshop and let my Japanese influenced, digital
sense of design send me in whatever direction it
32
pleases.

JAMES PILZ: In my designs I try to accomplish
one thing: portray a clear message that the
viewer will enjoy.

HANNAH URAZOVSKY: Hannah loves
incorporating illustrations into her designs. She
loves creating meaningful designs for others. Her
style is very dainty & minimal. She cherishes her
little collection of plants.

SYDNEY VANDERWOOD: After graduating
from CATO I eventually want to work as a
freelance graphic designer.
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Network Security

GRADUATES

Network Administration Specialist
CODY STUBBS
43 | Okanagan Falls, BC
Why NSS?
I enjoy building things, virtual or otherwise. I enjoy using both
logic and creativity to solve problems as they arise in the
process..
Dream Job?
? No job at all, they say if you love what you do you will
never work a day in your life. But to answer the question
directly, working for myself without the limitations of national
borders or boundaries. In other words, use my skills to
facilitate travel.
IT Superpower?
I have worked in many different industries which affords me
a broad view of how things can be done. I can drill down to
the crux of an issue usually without getting caught up in the
superfluous. This is also my weakness though, as I got started
late in IT, and there’s soooo much to learn.

Network Security Specialist

Vetrinary Hospital
Assistant

GRADUATES

Our VHA Grads Go Places!
Here are just some of the companies our recent
grads are currently employed by.

December 2017 Grads
Sara Brown
Kevin Case
Melanie Corbin

A-1 BOARDING KENNELS (Kelowna): currently employing VHA
alumni Shannon Rachel.
BURTCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL (Kelowna): currently employing
VHA alumni Tayor Koenigbauer.

Tegan Depenau
Laura Grindlay
Emily Isaac
Shannon Rachel
Angela Stenzel

FAIRFIELD ANIMAL HOSPITAL (Kelowna): currently employing
VHA alumnis Sydney Sinclair and Chloe-Anna Heinrichs.
GREEN MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICES (Prince George):
Currently employing VHA alumni Kaityn Melville.

Tana Walker-Rabideau

June 2018 Grads
Alyssa Dillabough
Lilie Everitt

TRILAKE ANIMAL HOSPITAL (Lake Country): currently employing
VHA alumni Kevin Case, Angela Stenzel

Kellee Garford
Chloe-Anna Heinrichs
Taylor Koenigbauer

VERNON VETERINARY CLINIC (Vernon): currently employing
VHA alumni Jennika Leupin.

Trish (Jamie) Jefferson
Jennika Leupin
Chelsey Madeira

THOMAS TOPLAK

Kaitlyn Melville

34 | Calgary, AB

Sydney Sinclair

Why NSS?

Brooke Sorensen

Job Security for the future.

Stephanie Stoutenburg

Dream Job?
Cloud Computing and Forensics
IT Superpower?
Providing the general public (Non IT) a simple understanding
of how things related to computers/networks work.

Image sourced from ClipartXtras.
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 digital photography

BEHIND THE

36

CAMERA
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From war-torn Syria to calm Kelowna, and from Environmental
Engineering to Fashion & Portrait Photography, it’s been a long
journey for Digital Photography graduate Jad Warde.

Jad Warde is graduating
from the digital photography
program this quarter. If
you haven’t met him yet,
Jad is one cool dude with
an incredible talent in
photography. We got the
chance to sit down with him
and get to know what goes
on behind the lens.
Here are some things you
should know about Jad:
1. He was born in Aleppo,
Syria.
2. He has an environmental
engineering degree, and
LOVES the outdoors.
3. His favorite photographer
is Annie Liebovitz.
4. He has a passion for
fashion photography and
portraits.
5. Jad has had some fame
with National Geographic
Arabia.
While those are some cool
facts about Jad, there is much
more to his story.
After spending a few years
living in the Syrian war, being
separated from his family,
and losing his family home,
Jad had to make a choice to
either leave the country or
join the army.
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Jad made the decision to
leave Syria, and move to
Lebanon. It was in Lebanon
where Jad got exposed to
the photography industry and
bought his first DSLR camera.
After one and a half years,
Jad emigrated to Canada.
He had to quickly learn our
culture and language, and
found a sponsor family who
helped him adjust to his new
life. Right away he knew
he liked the people here,
and loved all of the scenery
Kelowna has to offer.
Jad got himself a job in the
landscaping industry and
spent a lot of time taking
photos of the landscape in
the area. His sponsor family
recognized that he has a real
eye for photography and
helped him get into CAT. It
was here in our very school
where he has found his true
calling in the industry.
Jad started with landscapes,
but about five months ago
he learned that his passion
is in fashion and portrait
photography. He loves to
photograph people, and
finds that posing is one of
the most important things
he has learned. Learning
the history of photography

changed his mentality about
photographing people,
and ultimately led him to
specialize in fashion. He loves
to use natural light, and only
does color corrections when
editing his photographs.
Now that he is finished his
program, Jad is excited to
get out into the field and take
more photos. He recognizes
that people from poorer
countries don’t always have
the opportunities to show off
their talent, so he feels he is
really lucky to be able to do
what he loves. His dream is to
one day work for Vogue or
National Geographic.
Jad will be applying for his
Canadian citizenship in the
near future, and plans to
move to Montreal where he
can be closer to his family
and have more opportunities
to work with fashion
photography. We have
no doubt that Jad will be
successful in his career, and
will continue to take beautiful
photographs.
Check out some of his
work on his website:www.
jadwardephotography.com
Words: Carla du Toit and Natasha
di Uiorio

Jad has been perfecting his fashion portfolio shooting for Okanagan modeling agency Deja Vu.
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Barkin the
40

PARK

This page, centre left: pet guru Brad Pattison with Bark in the Park Project Leader Wilma Millar.
Portrait photographs by Deval Kirby.
Activities photographs by Josh Wielinga

 event @ Promotions Management

Sunday, August 12 was a day of fun and
fundraising put on by CAT’s Event and
Promotions Management students in aid
of Pets and People. This Kelowna-based
charity is a ‘visiting society’, who believe in
the benefits of pet therapy. Currently they
provide over 3000 volunteer hours across
20 different facilities in Kelowna (including
Kelowna General Hospital, senior care homes

and long term care facilities). The event was
a ‘Dog and Me Day’ and included activities
like pet portrait photography, pet caricatures,
water play pools, an obstacle course and - of
course - plenty of pet treats. Vendors included
pet guru Brad Pattison and his new line of
pet CDB products, Helene Chong’s ‘Water
Pooch’ waterproof collars, Shaggy Chic Dog
Grooming and Pet Aromatherapy, and Firness

For Life, promoting the ‘Dirty Mudder Fun Run
for Dogs’ and ‘Black Mountain Cub Crawl’.
Sponsors included Nature’s Fare, Paynter’s
Market, Beach Radio 103.1 and SunRype. All
in all, over $375 was raised for the charity.
(PS: special thanks and a big woof to CAT
students Deval Kirby, Josh Wielinga and Lori
Sicca for their photography and caricature
skills.)
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 graphic @ digital design + Web development
Who wouldn’t want to win a
paid trip to the UK to spend
a week immersing yourself in
your chosen craft? This June,
GDWD student Laura Rosset
found herself in this enviable
position.
Laura was one of five
global prizewinners chosen
to attend the University of
Gloucestershire’s Art & Design
Taster Week, consisting of
workshops, guest lectures, 1:1
sessions, exhibitions and social
activities.

going into Bristol with one of
my new friends from Vietnam
and ‘chasing’ all of Banksy’s
graffiti work. (Banksy is a
famous anonymous graffiti
artist and his hometown is
Bristol) What an experience!”
What important things
did you learn about
Graphic Design during this
opportunity?

the art movement styles in
different brands that I had just
learned about in class. But at
the end of the day it’s hard to
nail down one thing that was a
highlight. The whole experience
was just surreal. Did I actually
go to England ?”
Do you think opportunities
like this are valuable to you
as a Graphic designer? If
so, why?

“What a great week! I learned
about illustration, developed
some very creative fashion art
pieces, saw a grad show, used
an old fashioned Albion press
(a graphic designer’s dream!),
met new friends, explored, and
really grew as an artist.”

“I learned three things. 1. Just
start. Pick up your pen and
start. Staring at a blank screen
won’t get you anywhere. 2.
Focus on the process instead
of the result. What I mean
by that is do your homework
– Look up the company, what
are their values, who is their
target audience, etc. Chances
are ideas will start flying once
you know the company like
the back of your hand! 3. Be
creative on more of a regular
basis.”

For her competition entry,
Laura submitted her POP100
photo project ‘Without Eyes
on East Hastings’, a personal
photojournalism essay
focusing on the drugs and
homelessness issues in that
area of Vancouver.

What was the highlight of
the week at UOG.

What was the highlight of
your trip?

What was the original idea
behind your Hastings Street
project?

“This is a tough one to answer!
I loved all of the classes,
as we got to learn so many
things that we don’t really
do here in Canada. However
my favourite thing of all was

“Meeting creatives from all
around the world who are so
different but yet speak ‘the
same language’ was just too
cool. I also loved walking
around England and seeing

a designer(s) destination

What were some of the
things you did during the
week of workshops at
UOG?

“These opportunities are worth
more than money could buy.
Meeting new people and
gaining different perspectives
is so important in today’s
world. I’ve been lucky enough
to meet some awesome new
friends and keep in touch
with them. It’s amazing to be
able to share valuable design
resources and professional
experiences as well!
As far as the classes go, I
can’t believe how much I grew
creatively in terms of learning
new techniques and history
about our industry (from using
the Albion press!)
This definitely was a once in
a lifetime experience, and I
truly thank CAT and UOG for
allowing me to go. Wow!”

L-R: Laura in Cheltenham; her winning photo essay; Banksy
spotting in Bristol; Picasso exhibition London; print-working
at UofG; fashion illustration project; print-work project.

As you may - or may not
- already know, several
of our CAT programs are
articulated with the University
of Gloucestershire in the
UK. This opportunity allows
graduates in 2DADA, AGFVE,
AIDT, and GDWD to spend
a year in the UK completing
their BA in their corresponding
program.

42

“My idea was to bring a true
identity to those who I feel
have had their’s stolen away.
I wanted this piece to be
uncomfortable. These pictures
and their individual stories
should serve as a reminder
to never judge a book by its
cover and to allow each human
being the right to present
themselves to us as they are
and not as we quickly - and
often wrongly - judge them
to be.”
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 Network administration | network security

Tell us a bit about your background?
“I have worked with computers since 1997.
I have worked my way up from helpdesk to
computer technician to network administrator
to now instructor. I also do digital forensics and
now information securities.”
How did you get into Network Security?
“Network securities is a specialty that intrigues
me because there are so many levels to it. I love
learning new things and know that in this day
and age with all the viruses and hacking and
theft that happens it is very rewarding feeling to
look it down.”

Is that interest still the same or do other
elements interest you more now?
“Now my passion is more ethical hacking and
cybersecurity as well as teaching.”
What is your favorite thing about working in
this area?
“The ability to see what others cannot and know
how to keep the data safe.”
Your least favorite thing?
“Some of the personalities that I have come
across being arrogant because they need to feel
smart and make people be inferior.”

Where did you train?

(NOT JUST)

^

Network Administration
and Security Specialist
(and CAT instructor) Nora
Waldenberger has been
working successfully in the
tech security world for over
20 years.
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“I trained at Mission Community Skills center I
took my A+ and MCSE. I continued upgrading
through my career, flying down to Vancouver
and taking compressed courses. I took my GIS at
Okanagan Collage; I took my Digital Forensics
on line; and I am currently taking my CEH and
Information Security is online as well.”

What is it like being female in this
profession; is NSS becoming more balanced
between genders?

What companies/roles have you worked in?

What advice would you give to our NSS
students who are graduating shortly? Any
words of advice or wisdom?

“I have worked for Stream, Innovation
Networks, Safe-Harbour Informatics, Westbank
First Nation, Absolute Wifi , City of Vernon,
and now Centre for Arts and Technology as an
instructor.”
What was it about the area of computers
and Network Security that originally most
interested you?
“The constant learning and the reward of fixing
the problems and locking it down as well as
keeping it safe. As well as the freedom to move
around and meet new, people.”

“It can be a challenge, as you constantly need to
prove you know your stuff but it is getting better
in the last few years. I would say it is far from
balanced but it is heading in the right direction.”

“Love what you are doing. Your career can go
in Information Technology so many avenues. You
are all very capable of working in this industry.
Never lose your passion.”
What do you or the companies you work for
look for in a new hire/employee?
“Someone that has a drive to work as a team or
independently, an outgoing personality that can
deal with the uses issues in a non-intimidating
manner. Someone that loves what they do and
goes to extra lengths to fix the issues.”
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 Veterinary hospital assistants
Assistants

Some say teaching and performing are closely linked, and VHA instructor
Velina Taskov proves the point beautifully with her foray into stand-up.
the comic in me also enjoys
neuters! (Cheaper than
therapy!)
How did you get into
comedy?
That was also by accident!
My brother and I have been
comedy fans since I was a
child and watched comedy
sketches on telly; then I would
re-enact them in class in Grade
4. I used to religiously attend
the Melbourne international
comedy festival since the age
of 16 with my brother.

Laughter
is the Best

(Veterinary)
(Veterinary)

MEDICINE
Tell us briefly about your
background as a Vet Tech.
I accidentally became a
Veterinary Nurse! (They call it
Technician in North America
but in the rest of the world its
a Veterinary Nurse)
I was originally in the recruit
process for the Victoria Police
in Australia and was really
interested in the Dog Squad.
During this process I did a
course in Companion Animal
services at Victoria University,
thinking it would help me get
further with the Dog Squad.
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After I finished the course, my
instructor recommended me
to continue on and complete
my Vet Nurse diploma so I
decided to hold off one more
year before I entered the
police academy. Little did I
know when I did my practicum
at Advanced Vetcare, a
specialist referral hospital, that
I would be so keen on specialty
surgery!

Management and was lucky
enough to be immediately
employed by Advanced
Vetcare. I decided to pursue
further training in small
animal surgery and was a key
surgical nurse at Advanced
Vetcare for 8 years before
moving to Canada to pursue
newadventures.

I graduated from Victoria
University in Melbourne with
a Veterinary Nursing diploma
and certificate in Frontline

I enjoy many aspects of vet
nursing but have a special
interest in Orthopedic surgery
and Cardiothoracics, but

What do you like about your
job as a Vet Tech?

I never really thought I would
do it but secretly imagined
myself maybe trying it one
day. After moving to Canada
in Dec 2015, I would go to
local comedy clubs when ever
visiting new cities/towns in
my travels to check out local
comics. Fast forward to Xmas
time 2017. I had a week of
night shifts and had some
spare time so I would write
funny stories down and tell
my TA about it. I decided to
try open mic in Jan 2018 and
since then I have not stopped
performing stand up comedy;
that very quickly became 3-4
nights a week of performing.
Was your first gig terrifying?
Not at all - I was so excited!
How would you describe
your comedy?
The best way to describe
my persona on stage is an
exaggerated version of myself
and my life. I like telling
morbid stories and turning
them into something funny.
Someone once plugged me as:
“Her real life stories are funny,

engaging, silly and darkly
thought-provoking if you
take the time to look deeper
into her wit” - Peter Navratil,
Vernon Art Gallery.
Personally I feel like if we
don’t laugh at life then we
usually cry. I prefer laughing
at EVERYTHING! I like talking
about the things people think
about but are too afraid to
say out-loud.
Where have you been
preforming?
All over the Okanagan and
Vancouver is where you can
find me performing regularly.
I’ve also performed in Calgary,
Seattle, Victoria, Los Angeles
and San Diego. On Fridays
and Saturdays, you can find
me performing at Kelowna’s
Comedy Lounge in Dakoda’s
Pub, and on Tuesdays at
Muninn’s post, your friendly
local Viking bar. : )
Crazy question, but are
there similarities between
comedy and working in a
Vet Hospital?
Absolutely! Both comedy and
veterinary medicine take a lot
of hard work and dedication,
but it’s super fun. The vet clinic
can be very stressful, so it’s
great when you have a good
team and can laugh about our
job, and stand up really makes
you see that even the serious
things in life can be funny.
Who is your favourite
comedian and why?
I feel like this is a tricky
question because I like so
many different comics, not
just in North America but also

in the UK and Australia so I
couldn’t give you a specific
name. Comedy is so subjective
and I have an eclectic taste in
stand up. Kelowna has some
really funny local guys; I would
suggest checking out Andrew
Crone, Jordan Strauss and
Phillip P. Junior!
Do you still get nervous
before performing?
Only if I don’t feel prepared
about a subject matter,
but usually I’m hardly ever
nervous - just really excited
to get on stage and be silly.
Even bombing can be fun
sometimes!
Who do you practice your
material on?
I like to practice in surgery to
my surgeon and TA (only if
the patient is having a stable
anesthetic) and also to my dog
in my bedroom. : )
Any gigs you would like to
plug?
Certainly!
Fri 21 Sept - 7pm: ‘Wine
and Laughs’ at Dakoda’s Pub,
Kelowna. (All proceeds of this
show will be going to Motion
Ball, which is fundraising for
the Special Olympics.)
Sat 22 Sept - 7pm: ‘Comedy
for a Cause’ at Dakoda’s Pub,
Kelowna. (All proceeds of
this show will be going to BC
Disaster Relief.)
Fri 5 Oct - 9pm: opening for
Andrew Verge and Luba at
Dakoda’s Pub, Kelowna.
For more dates and shows
follow my Facebook page VELINA TASKOV COMEDIAN.
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we've

been
busy
Embrace Your Inner Geek: new Student Success department
addition Carrie Kiesewetter embraced her new position by
embracing ‘Embrace Your Geekness Day’ on July 13th.
Ice Cream Dreams: CAT students were able to beat the heat
on July 19th with ice cream and freezies courtesy of Student
Success. Thanks Carrie K - you ‘scooped’ your way into the
student’s hearts!
Ask Us Anything: this term the Student Success department
opened themselves up to the student body to answer any
questions that came to mind. The ensuing discussions ranged
from the political, to the philosophical, the professional, and
even the polyamory! It’s good to talk.
Parlo Espaniole?: in July we had two lovely students visiting
the campus from Mexico. Natalia Lopez is from Mexico City
and and Lorena Torres is from Toluca, and both were taking
advantage of the taster week
Yeti Time: July 30th saw Yeti Farm co-owner Todd Ramsey
spending the day holding mock interviews with upcoming
graduates of the Animation program. The phrases ‘words of
wisdom’ and ‘right from the horse’s mouth’ come to mind. We
love YETI!
Bark in the Park: a great day was had by all (two legged and
four legged) at Bark in the Park on August 12. EPM studetns
palnned and executed a great dog’n’me day to raise money
for local charity Pets and People.
‘Speed Dating’ Portfolio Crit: on the evening of Aug 14th, GDD
and GDWD students got to share their developing portfolios
with members of industry. Students got to swap round eight
different industry players and had 15 minutes each to sell their
talents and get feedback on their work. It was a great event
organised by instructor Carrie Mayhew from Twirling Umbrellas.
CAR’B’Q: students celebrated the susnhine (albeit a slightly
smoky version) on Aug 23 with a great ‘CAR’B’Q’ put on by
Student Success and CAT’s Student Council. Over 100 staff
and students attended to eat burgers and listen to music from
Audio’s own Mandy Jong. The event raised about $300 towards
purchase of a ping pong set for the student lounge, and other
future events.
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 the last word

Get Your Geek On
Student Success department
newby Carrie Kiesewetter
celebrated ‘Embrace Your
Geekness Day’ (and her first
week on campus) by quizzing
staff and students about their
inner geek. The answers she
got were fun, enlightening,
and every bit as geeky as
one would expect.
Here are some great geek
facts about CAT people:
Nicole Weninger: The first
magazine she ever bought
was Architectural Digest.
Loves fixing and building
bicycles. The first concert she
ever went to was Yani.
Connor Hale: Loves
Minecraft. Has full-on
conversations with his cat. Has
a bit of a goat obsession
Sophie Des Aulniers: Read
through the entire comic book
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section at her hometown
library as a child. Owns more
than 100 French comic books.
Loves wearing glasses for fun
(no prescriptions).
James Pilz: Is the go-to
keyboard short-cut expert.
Matt Redmond: Has two
lightsabers in his office.
Reads lots of fiction, including
mystery and teen fiction. Is a
huge fan of Superman.

to talk to every animal she
meets, and makes up little
jingles that she sings to her
pets.
Taylin Simmonds: Usually
prefers to sit at home and
read or play video games
than socialize.Obsessed with
Marvel.
Jordan Munson: Loves comics
and especially obsessed with
the Flash. Owns 34 swords.

Grayson Taraschuk: Loves
numbers, especially the
number 5. Enjoys reptiles. Is
also really into car decals.

Sean Ridgway: Collects toys
and vintage t-shirts. Loves
Disneyland. Big movie buff,
especially Star Wars.

Jordan McQueen: Loves
organizing things Sometimes
brings out the socks and
sandals combo at home.

Natasha Diluorio: Loves
conspiracy theories. Has
an active Neopets account.
Really into Disney.

Deborah LampittMcConnachie: Is a total
bookworm - reads 4-5 books
a week. Loves poetry. Has

Colton Jensen: Colton has
logged around 25,500 hours
of gameplay on World of
Warcraft.

Image sourced from musthavecute.com
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