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Welcome to

 get to know

This is Jordan MacQueen.

He works at CAT as our Financial Services Manager.
Student Success asked him these questions:
What do you do here at
CAT? (1 sentence)

Welcome to Issue Nine of interFace, CAT’s
quarterly magazine. This issue is the start
of the magazine’s third year here at the
Centre for Arts and Technology, and it is jam
packed with fun and interesting stuff that
has been happening on campus this term.

I am the Financial Services
Manager and I help students
with everything “finance” such
as student loans and payment
plans.

So... why interFACE? We realised one
day that there was so much of interesting
stuff going on at the college which people
weren’t aware of, and that seemed a real
shame. Therefore, we wanted to create
something that made it easy for students
and staff across all departments here at the
college to catch up on all the cool stuff (and
people) that make CAT what it is - a varied
and vibrant creative community.

Three words that best
describe you?
Fun, hard-working, kind.
What did you do last
weekend?
Spent time with my
Grandparents, hung out with
friends, went mud-bogging
and looked for new Christmas
lights to put up.

We want to start by thanking everyone who
has made this issue possible, and we hope
you enjoy reading it as much as we did
putting it together for you.

If I gave you $1000 today,
how would you use it?

interFACE Editorial Team

Buy Christmas gifts and maybe
pay off some debt. Oh, and
get a car wash!
What’s an entertaining fact
about you??
I am called a “food-pusher”
by some of my friends and
colleagues. I tend to agree
with them!

Why are we called interFACE?
The word interface is both a noun (a point
where two systems, subjects, organizations,
etc., meet and interact), and a verb
(interact with another system, person,
organization, etc.), that also has techie
connotations (a device or program enabling
a user to communicate with a computer;
to connect with another computer or piece
of equipment by an interface); lastly, the
magazine is the ‘internal face’ of the college.
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Who is your favorite
colleague and why?
Selfie by Jordan MacQueen

Randal Typusiak for his
communication skills and
ability to connect with people.
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 spotlight

 introducing
“In the age of torrenting, illegal downloading,
and the instant access to media, the idea of
getting any kind of accolade for sales seems
quite unlikely. Especially in music, the coveted
Gold Or Platinum record is seemingly out of
reach for most artists in this day and age…or so
it would appear.

Join us in giving a big
CAT welcome to our new
acting President, Jeremy
Sabell.

I was very fortunate to of received two of these
accolades in my life; a platinum record for a
Korn record I worked on in 2005, and a gold
record for an Ashley Tisdale album I worked on
in 2007. While both of these awards mean a
great deal to me, I really wanted a Canadian
one. Canadian Gold & Platinum records are
much harder to come by, as the market is much
smaller, at roughly 1/10th of the US market.

MAN at
the TOP
You may have noticed a new face on campus
lately! We are very happy to introduce you to
our new acting President, Jeremy Sabell.
Jeremy joins us from our parent company
TEC (The Education Company) where he has
been president of Vancouver-based Stenberg
College for almost a decade.
With over 16 years of experience in the
education field and over ten years at Stenberg
College, Jeremy is well versed in all aspects of
private education. It is his sincere belief that all
the TEC college teams enjoy working toward
the common goal of helping people enrich
their lives through higher education.
He finds his own Stenberg role fulfilling and
challenging as the college continuously strives
to improve and keep current with the everchanging education environment.
He is excited to be working with us here in
Kelowna and is already busy making plans for
changes and improvements. Although based in
Vancouver, we look forward to seeing Jeremey
on site frequently.
What do you like most about working in the
education sector?
There are a number of aspects of the education
sector that I love so it make choosing what I like
the most quite difficult. The top two things would
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be: 1) how challenging it is – every day there
are new opportunities to work with our teams
to bring solutions to problems that are often
very complex. And 2) the reward of knowing
that every single day the work we do is 100%
directed at something incredibly positive, the
creation of a supportive and inspiring learning
environment that provides the opportunity for
people to dramatically change and improve their
own lives through education.
What excites you most about working with
us here at CAT?
I’m really enthusiastic about the opportunity to
get to know a whole team that has developed
and grown a unique approach to delivering
education in a challenging market. There
is a great deal of pride in what CAT does
amongst the staff and faculty here and I see a
strong desire amongst everyone to collectively
channel that towards the goal of growing and
prospering. I also really enjoy working with
entertainment and creative arts programs and
am excited to return to that after a long time
away from it.
What is one fun fact about yourself?
I put myself through university by fighting forest
fires in the summer, but I fell in love with that job
and ended up doing it for another 6 years after
graduating UVic.

Sometime during early 2009, I got to work on
a batch of songs that would end up on Faber
Drives second album “Can’t Keep A Secret”. At
the time, my friend Jeff Johnson was an up and
coming producer who had been tapped to cowrite with Dave Faber, and he was kind enough
to bring me along as his engineer. We ended up
with two of his songs making the final album;
“I’ll Be There”, and “You & I Tonight” which
ended up being the third single for the album.
While the album was successful in 2009/2010,
it faded from memory quickly, and to say I was
disappointed we didn’t hit 40,000 units sold (the
threshold for a gold album in Canada) would be
an understatement. I felt that it was probably my
only chance at getting a Canadian gold, and it
was seemingly not going to happen this time.
Fast-forward nine years. Nine years. My life
had changed drastically, and while I was still
working on music full time, “Big Record Label”
records didn’t really exist anymore, and it was

more about doing larger volumes of regional
independent artists who would sell fewer albums.
Gold Records just weren’t even on my radar
anymore.
Then in November of 2018, I got a call from
Jeff Johnson. He informed me that we had
finally surpassed the 40,000 units on Faber
Drive, and that he would be shipping out a Gold
Record for me. I was shocked, and elated but
also somewhat confused. How did this happen?
How did we, after eight years, suddenly garner
the numbers we needed to get this achievement?
The answer was slow & steady growth and
an adjustment in the way sales are tracked to
include streams. Faber Drive kept touring, kept
releasing music, and kept being around. Slowly
over time, they were able to push the sales over
the line.
For music artists today, the way these sales
records are tracked is much different. In July
of 2018, Billboard and Nielsen SoundScan
both revised their album sales records to include
streaming. 1500 song streams through a paid/
subscription service, or 3750 add supported
streams, or 3750 video streams can now be
counted as one album sale. While 150,000,000
streams might seem impossible, it is more likely
that an artist will get those kinds of numbers
instead of selling 40,000 physical cds anymore.
Why am I telling you this story? Because you
have to understand that success takes time.
Creative types seem to want the instant pay
off of success and when they don’t get it, they
usually just give up. Persistence and consistently
working on your goals is the only way to get
there, even if it takes the better part of a
decade.”

GOING

GOLD
Recognition. Takes. Time.
If you don’t believe us then listen
to the words of producer Chris
Holmes - CAT’s Audio Department
Head - who just received his third
(and 1st Canadian) Gold Record.
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 newsy bits

ALUMNI GET BUSY ON LOCALLY PRODUCED
ANIMATION SERIES

Director of Education. “This was the case
with the Centre’s Veterinary Hospital Assistant
program, as students are exceptionally prepared
for working in the industry upon graduation.
In recognition of this quality of education
and quality of graduate, Centre for Arts and
Technology is proud to announce that the VHA
program is now a diploma program. We
believe that this diploma will better suit the
knowledge-base students acquire in the program
and make them even more competitive in the
marketplace.”

Did you know that eight - count ‘em EIGHT
- CAT Animation alumni were involved in the
making of Bardel’s series ‘The Dragon Prince’
on Netflix?
The series has three seasons so far, and
over that period the following alumni have
had a hand in making this hit series: Chris
Butikofer; Cassidy Lieu-Dang; Erica Kim;
Braxton McCluskie; Chevon Porsnuk; Disney
Beauchamp; Dana Lapointe; Cameron
Furgason; and Michael Walker.
‘I am extremely proud of and excited for our
CAT animation alumni to have contributed to
such a well received and beautiful show’ says
Sean Ridgway, Animation Department Head.

PATHWAY OPEN TO A BA IN BRITAIN
Picture yourself studying abroad? Maybe
immersing yourself in your studies in a
culturally vibrant British environment? Guess
what - you can! Yes, CAT has a partnership
with the University of Gloucestershire
(campuses located in Gloucester and
Cheltenham, both in the beautiful English
Cotswolds) whereby alumni of certain
Kelowna programs can apply to continue their
education, working towards a Bachelor and/or
Master Degree at U of G.
Currently we have pathways to higher
education set up for Interior Design, 2D
Animation, 3D Animation, Digital Photography,
Graphic Design and Web Development and
Audio Engineering.

NEW GRADUATE DESIGNATION FOR
VETERINARY HOSPITAL ASSISTANTS
The Centre for Arts and Technology is excited
to announce that from this point forwards our
graduating VHA students will be receiving
upgraded ‘Diploma’ status, rather than the
previous ‘certificate’.
“When the credential doesn’t match the depth
and breadth of the education, something has
to change,” explains Matt Redmond, CAT’s
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The pathway program at U of G include 1 2 further years of education (depending on
program) for a Bachelors, and students would
then be eligible to apply for the Master’s
program. CAT students also automatically
receive £3,000 off their first year tuition, as
well as a 20% discount on tuition should they
complete the BA and progress to an MA.
To qualify for the pathway alumni need a final
diploma from CAT (minimum 65% average),
and a minimum 65% average in Grade
11 English (to meet English language visa
requirement). No application fee required.
For more information, chat with CAT’s Program
Advisors Michael Thorpe or Rachel Amber.

ANIMATION ALUMNI INVOLVED IN AWARD
WINNING PROJECT
We were super-excited to hear that Bardel
Entertainment’s animated series ‘44 Cats’
has won ‘Best Animated Series’ at China’s
most influential festival - The 12th Xiamen
International Animation Festival!
The XIAF is supported by ASIFA (Association
Internationale du Film d’Animation) and
ASIFACHINA, and promotes the development
of the animation industry, comics and video
games boosting information technology’s
application and international exchange. The
award is a further recognition for the whole
‘44 Cats’ team, already working on a second
52 episode/13 minute season and delivering a
top quality show that is quickly growing into a
preschool classic.
The prize (the ‘Golden Dolphin for Best
Animated Series’)was awarded on Nov 27.
Congrats to the crew in Kelowna, Vancouver
and Italy for bringing this show to life - and
big shout out to the CAT animation alumni who
worked on the project: Emily Nobbs; Tyson
Haeh; Ammie Lieu-Dang; Justin Miller; Sarah
Fletcher; Jett Walts; Tarik McDougall and Erica
Kim.
‘More awards and recognition for our young
CAT animation alumni. So very proud of the
work they do,” says Sean Ridgway, Animation
Department Head. “CAT’s relationship with
Bardel Entertainment has allowed our animation
alumni to flourish on top notch animated series
for clients like Dreamworks and Netflix.”

STORYHIVE GRANT PROVIDES FILM
FINANCING FOR CAT DIGITAL FILMMAKING
STUDENTS
Please join us in congratulating four of
our current Digital Filmmaking students
and a recent graduate of our Digital Film
Fundamentals program on their successful
application and subsequent $10,000 grant
from the STORYHIVE & Reel Youth Community
Stories project.
“This 2018-20 cohort of film students have
been extremely dedicated to the successful
completion of their program, demonstrating
professionalism, creativity and talent over
the past fifteen months that has exceeded
our expectations,” says Victor Poirier, DF
Department Head.
This group of five students, and the rest of
the students from their cohort - along with
Poirier as adult mentor - will work together
to deliver a 3-5 minute short documentary on
Digital Citizenship which will be produced over
the next six months for an early June 2020
delivery.
“Reel Youth is a media empowerment
project that delivers community development
programming to youth and adults across
Canada and internationally. Film production
and distribution programs are designed to
create positive change in young people’s lives
through technical skill building, leadership
training, creative collaboration with peers
and mentors, and increased connection to
community resources,” explains the Storyhive
website.
The project will be exploring the topic of
‘digital citizenship’ - and how today’s ongoing
on-line interaction impacts young people’s lives
in the digital age.
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Best

Advice

Try not to get overwhelmed
with the assignments, especially
as the course progresses. Just
breathe and tackle it as it gets
assigned. Also, take advantage
of everything that you can in
the school! The teachers are
happy to help and want you to
succeed. If you are struggling,
say something! Don’t struggle
in silence.

Chelsey Lanthier, AGFVE
1. Think about your
assignments piece by piece,
rather than as a whole.
When you think about the
sheer amount of assignments
you have all at once, it usually
overwhelms you. However,
if you consider what will be
due day by day, you can
think practically about when
you should work on certain
assignments, and how much
time you’ll need to allocate to
each one.
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2. Get feedback from your
peers on your assignments, and
also give feedback honestly.

No one really benefits from
sugarcoating much-needed
criticism. It may be hard to
hear sometimes, but you’ll
benefit in the long run if you
learn to take and give criticism.
Consider the advice other
people give to you, whether
they have lots of experience
on the topic or none at all.
Second opinions should be
welcome.
3. Get started on assignments
early, instead of leaving them
til later.
Even if you only work on
something a little bit, it’ll
make a big difference. Getting
started is often the biggest
hurdle, so try to push yourself
to get an early start on
assignments. You should try to
have at least a little bit more
to show on an assignment from
one class to the next, rather

than doing the entire thing the
day before the due date.
Christina Raposo, GDWD
I’d say the best advice I could
give is don’t leave assignments
until the last minute, take
advantage of working on
projects from school as much
as possible, don’t doubt
yourself and have fun!
Bryan Lonergan, GDD
My advice for future students
is to really get involved with
their studies; schedule about 3
hours a day each week just to
read more into what that class
had gone over that day, or the
previous day.
It helps in the long run when
they bring up questions that
they didn’t necessarily go over
in the class, you’ll know it.
Studying doesn’t have to
be boring either, especially

with the veterinary assistant
program. If you search up
any given word you’re bound
to find lots of cool subjects
and articles that will help you
remember. There isn’t much
that I didn’t know already
before I took this course as
I grew up on a farm and the
discussed subjects were a lot
of the things that I already
knew beforehand, therefore
there isn’t much that I wish I
knew about before the course
started.
Krista Gerstmar, VHA
One thing I wished I would’ve
known before I started school
was that the program is very
fast paced; having to balance
many projects all at once. Also
it’s very essential to have a
good working laptop before
starting this program. My
advice would be to be ready
to work hard and be creative.

GRADUATES

The

DECEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

What is the most helpful/useful/important thing
you have learned this term, that will help you
(or someone else!) next term?

Hanna Sartison, GDD
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GRADUATES

2D Animation & Digital Art

This term we are happy to see
seventeen 2DADA students
preparing to graduate and
head out into the great big
animation world. We wish
them the very best of luck,
and know they are set for
great success.

“Animation is not the art of drawings that move but the
art of movements that are drawn.”
					

Norman McLaren
December 2019 Graduates
Jordan Battenfelder
Raeanne Beggs
James Bischoff
Rachael Bonanno
Edward (Chase) Bradbury
Jack Catlin
Thanh Dinh
Paighton (Ryan) Journeay
Thomas Lloyd
Elora Nielen
Alexandra Peddie
Kelsey Thompson
Jocelyn Tremain
Sarah Whiffen
This page (from top): Reanne
Beggs; and Thomas Lloyd.
Opposite page (clockwise from
top left): Alexandra Peddie; Jack
Catlin; Chase Bradbury; Thanh
Dinh; and Kelsey Thompson.
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2 DADAGRADUATES
Clockwise from top left:
Sarah Whiffen; Jordan
Battenfelder; Jocelyn
Tremain; James Bichoff;
Elora Nielen; Ryan Journeay
(‘teeth’); and Rachel Bonanno
(‘Aurora City’).
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GRADUATES

Veterinary Hospital Assistant

GRADUATES
Audio | EMP

(Electronic Music Production)
RILEY YOUNG
21 | Grande Prairie, Alberta

Riley is working towards
being a DJ and producer.

MEGAN BROWN

SAMANTHA KEMPSTER

28 | Penticton, BC

24 | Fort St.John, BC

What’s next? Upgrading my sciences;
onto Vet Tech school with Olds College,
AB, then my Veterinary Medicine with the
University of Calgary.

What’s next? I’m starting at Tri Lake Animal
Hospital in Lake Country.

CHRISTOPHER CURNISKI
31 | Kenora, Ont
What’s next? I’d like to work at a general
clinic in area for a year and then pursue
vet tech school.
ANDRAYA HOLMES
21 | Vernon, BC
What’s next? I have a full-time job lined
up as a technician assistant at Vernon Vet.
I’d like to go on at some point to become
a Veterinary Technician.

DEVIN WATTS
20 | Keremeos, BC
What’s next? I am applying at clinics in
Kelowna for now and am considering going for
my Vet tech degree in the future
KAITLYN ZIOLA
21 | Creston, BC
What’s next? I plan on either working in an
Emergency clinic or behavioural work with
dogs!

GRADUATES

Network
Administrator
Specialist
KARTHIK KRISHNAN

Left to Right: Kaitlyn Ziola, Andraya Holmes, Devin Watts, Samantha Kempster, Megan Brown.
Missing: Christopher Curniski. Photo by Grant Robinson.
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 animation

TALKING

ABOUT

For this issue, self-confessed
Sci-fi nerds Taylin Simmonds
(Audio) and Roland Baron
(AGFVE) sat down to have
a discussion over a serious
topic, The Mandalorian. The
following is a conversation
they had in a light review
of the Disney + show, “Star
Wars: The Mandolorian.”
Below is not a transcript of
the conversion, but a synopsis
of the discussion (there was
a lot more nerdy back and
forth).
So with no further delay, and
a smattering of spoilers (we
try very hard not to), we give
you a “Dispatch from the
(Cat)ina”.
What were your expectation
of the Mandalorian before
watching it? How do you feel
about the show after watching
it?
Roland: Not a whole lot of
expectations because there
isn’t much known about the
Mandalorians. All the back
history of the Mandalorian
came from Legends (not
canon) so I wasn’t sure what to
expect.
The backstory of the
Mandalorians is more religious
as opposed to race. For
example, the helmets were
made to shape the aliens head
and became the foundation for
the helmets moving forward.
Now humans wear the helmets.
I knew that the project would
be great because Jon Favreau
is an excellent story teller, I
just didn’t know what it was
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It’s not all (just) about Baby Yoda.
going to be about. Jon gave
us the Iron Man to launch
the MCU (Marvel Cinematic
Universe) and the Mandalorian
is basically the Iron Man of
Star Wars! He has given us a
realistic element to it that helps
us all relate to it. It isn’t just
fantasy, it’s relateable and has
a real feel to it… Even though
it is Star Wars.
Taylin: I really didn’t have the
highest expectations going
into the Mandalorian. After
watching Marvel TV shows
which are still good but a much
lower budget compared to the
movies. However, I was blown
away once episode 1 started
and I realized that this was a
Star Wars movie expanded
over 8 episodes. It truly does
feel like a Star Wars movie.
How would you best
describe the kind of story
that it is?
Roland: One of my biggest
problems with modern shows
is that they are so serialized.
What I mean is that the story
is the full season with each
episode, at most, being a
akin to at best being a single
chapter of a book and at
worst a single page (I’m
looking at you Dragon Ball Z).
With the Mandalorian, while
there is an ongoing overall
story-arc, each episode is a
self-contained story with it’s
own beginning, middle and
end.
The result is that while I can
see a longer arc unfolding
over the overall season, I can
enjoy individual episodes on
their own. There are events

that will play out later in the
story, but the hero is going
through mini arcs along the
way. It feels a lot like watching
the late 70s and early 80s
adventure dramas, it’s nostalgic
but fresh and new.
Taylin: It feels like a space
western. It is a Star Wars
story that will appeal to Star
Wars super fans with subtle
nods but it’s done in a way
that’s digestible by people who
aren’t into Star Wars. It’s got
lovable characters (baby Yoda
especially) and doesn’t rely on
your prior knowledge of Star
Wars to be enjoyable. My
parents don’t like Star Wars
but they like the Mandalorian
because it feels more like an
old school western movie.
Does Baby Yoda make
the Mandalorian more
accessible by a wider
audience?
Roland: My wife is the
opposite of a nerd (lol) and
she is now is asking me about
the lore of the characters
because she loves baby Yoda.
Is baby Yoda a cynical ploy
done by Disney to be this cute
character that people fall in
love with or is he an amazing
character originating from the
source material who is integral
to the story? Both! He may be
an effective marketing tool but
he is integral to the story and
fits so well in the story!
Taylin: All I’ll say is that most
of my female friends do not
like Star Wars, but they still
come over every week to
watch the new episode.

Clearly, you both love
the Mandalorian but it
isn’t perfect. Do we have
any criticisms for the
Mandalorian?
Taylin: I have a few. The
first 3 episodes felt like
a continuous arc with a
notable antagonist and
struggle for our protagonist.
Episode 4 and 5 serve as
character development for
the protagonist but feel like
side stories. They derail the
momentum that was building
during the first few episodes.
The post credit scene of
episode 5 seems to be setting
up something much bigger with
a new antagonist. I think the
last 3 episodes will have that
continuous arc which will make
the story feel like it has more
of a direction.
Roland: When I was growing
up, all episodes on TV were
self-contained and previous
episodes were never mentioned
again so I’m okay with the
self-contained element of each
episodes.
I am disappointed with the
lack of secondary character
development. Each character
comes in for one episode and
then is not seen again. I would
like to see a more clearly
defined villain and more
developed side characters.
We know the antagonist is
the guild but what are their
motives and why do they want
Baby Yoda? Who is the main
protagonist at the guild? The
Mandalorian is clearly the
protagonist of the story; up
until the post credit scene of

episode 5 (no spoilers) we
weren’t even sure if there was
an antagonist. The side arcs
that Taylin is referring to could
be thought of as a lack of
pressure for the antagonist.
What do you think of the
Production Design of the
Mandalorian?
Roland: They are really
embracing and keeping with
the same feel that George
Lucas setup in the previous
movies. The sets, costumes and
production feels exactly like
the original trilogy. Most of
our world isn’t high call, high
money; most of the world is in
poverty. I see that in this series.
Visual effects are amazing, the
animation is amazing.
Taylin: I am amazed at how
well a tv show represents the
movies. The sets feel so similar,
the CGI is incredible, it truly
does have a movie budget.
My only production complaint
is that some of the characters
look too much like Muppets.
Is the Mandalorian a new
direction for Star Wars or just
retreading on nostalgia?
Roland: Neither and both! It
is new in the fact that it takes
Star Wars in a completely
different direction while at the
same time hearkening back to
the original inspirations that
George Lucas drew upon. It’s
getting back to the themes of
the 1970’s Star Wars.
Taylin: When I heard Disney
was making more Star Wars
movies all I was excited for
was to see the Jedi and the
Sith. Episode 7, 8 and the spin

off movies barely mentioned
the Jedi, Sith and the Force.
This made me much less excited
for the Mandalorian.
However, the story and
characters are so good, I now
am excited for anything Star
Wars related. It feels new and
has reinvigorated the franchise
in ways that I didn’t expect,
while referencing other Star
Wars events in subtle ways
that make me happy as a Star
Wars fan.
Would you recommend the
Mandalorian to non Star
Wars fans and why?
Roland: I would recommend
it to anyone who is my age/
generation who aren’t into Star
Wars or nerd culture. I do so
because it hearkens back to
the tv shows that we watched
when growing up; shows like 6
Million Dollar Man, The Hulk,
Battlestar Galactica to name
of few. It feels like an older TV
show made for present day.
It is also just a great adventure
story that will resonate with
the people watching it. It
doesn’t require Star Wars lore
or previous knowledge but it
does have those Easter eggs
for the die hard fans. It’s a
western in space, that takes the
cross action from crazy science
fiction and the dirt farmer. It
also has a cute as Hell Baby
Yoda.
Taylin: If you’re still reading
this, put Interface down, go on
Disney + and start watching
the Mandalorian… unless
you’re in my class. If you’re in
my class, get back to work!
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Who are you, and what do you teach at
Centre for Arts and Technology?
My name is Lora Wentworth, and I teach the
first quarter Understanding Music For Engineers
or UME for short. The class revolves around
teaching students the very basics of music
theory and how to understand what music is on a
technical level.
How long have you been teaching at CAT?
I have been at CAT since January 2013.
What would you say is the most challenging
part of teaching your particular class?
I would say the most challenging part about
teaching a class is worrying about those students
that won’t get help if they need it. This class can
be very technical and difficult, so there’s always
a concern for those who don’t seek help when
they are lost.

TOTALLY

WORTH

WENT
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WHILE

What’s the most rewarding part of teaching
your particular class?
The most rewarding part is when any of my
students who might be having a bit of a hard
time, actually get the concepts and are so happy,
as well as when they get through the course
feeling good about their accomplishments.
How did you get your start in music? When
did you start and what’s your background?
I grew up in a very small place called Crawford
Bay B.C. There wasn’t much to do there but
my parents saw my excitement for the piano
and I was able to take lessons at age 12 and
then began playing saxophone in grade 10.
Eventually I went to college for music and right
after began teaching it.

What instruments can you play?
I play Saxophone and piano and can sing some
as well.
Can you tell us a bit about Wentworth Music
and how it came about?
Wentworth Music began in 1966 with my
father-in-law Dale Wentworth, with his parents
Walt and Vera Wentworth. It has been
operating until now with Dale’s three sons Noel,
Neil and Nori all handling various parts of the
business. I joined in 1996 as a sales associate
and music teacher.
In 2004 Noel and I started the music school
part of the business and over those years it
has grown from 88 students to over 1100. My
primary role there is teaching about 50 students
per week.
What advice would you give to new
musicians just starting out to get better at
their instrument and theory?
The best advice for new musicians is practice and
don’t be afraid to explore and try things.
You get what you put into it probably like
anything else.
Anything you would like to add?
There was a time that I was worried about
making music a profession in my life, that it
might not have been a very practical decision.
My desire and passion for music won and I have
loved what I get to do for a living very day. It
has been a pleasure to be here a CAT.
Words by Chris Holmes
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 digital filmmaking

This term Digital Filmmaking’s Q5 students
have been busy putting together a pilot for
their own travel and cookery program for the
‘Segment Direction for Television and Internet’
(SDTVI 5011) course.
The program explores local food production
as it fits into building and retaining sustainable
communities, and the pilot specifically
investigates these topics from a local
Okanagan perspective.
“So far the students have shot at a chicken farm,
a brew pub and a farmer’s market stand,” says
Victor Poirier, DFM Department Head.
“Working with these students has been a real
pleasure. Their hard work, dedication and
commitment to the project has allowed us to push
production values as high as we ever have here
at the Centre for Arts and Technology.
This is a six month project, so we will continue
to do some filming in the CAT studio in January,
and then move into post-production in earnest.
Our delivery date is March 19, 2020.”
“The project is really fun to work on,” says
Morgan Thomas, Q5 DFM student. “It’s a lot
of time and a lot of work, but I’m learning
so much about producing, and the production
management side of things. I’ve finally found a
place in the film industry where I think I will be
able to excel. My favourite bit so far has been
watching my team come together as an actual
crew.”
The finished program’s working title is ‘Local
Appetite’ will be 23 minutes long and will be
premiered at the students’ graduation and is
planned to ultimately (fingers crossed!) find
a home on the ‘InWine’ website, part of the
Infotel Network.

(Working Title)
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Photos by Victor Poirier.

Digital Filmmaking students are getting real life experience
putting together their first television segment production.
23

 digital photography

People, Places
And People In Places

This term, Digital Photography’s Q1
students have been busy learning the
basics of camera operation, learning
to visually communicate depth of field,
and shutter speeds. Here we see some
of the results, and we are pretty darned
impressed.
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Clockwise from top left | Opposite Page: Serena Milburn; Hagar
Wirba; Sam Emberly; Emily Kearnan; and Carter Gabriel. This
Page: Ira Aikman; Whitney Louie; Torrance Young; and Jess Daly.
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 graphic @ digital design + Web development
If you see an immaculately
suited and booted gentleman
wandering the halls of CAT,
make sure you stop and
say ‘hello’ to Peter SinghVigilante, lead instructor
on the Web Development
program.
Peter, 31, is a Chief
Technology Officer and
Senior Developer, and - in
addition to his work with
us - runs his own marketing
agency here in town.
How did you originally find
your way to CAT - you were
a student here, correct? Tell
us about your journey from
student to instructor.
I started as a 3D Game
Animation student back in
2004 (I think), then right
after school was asked to be
Campus Service Assistant.
While doing that I also TA’d
for the school which then lead
to my first teaching opportunity
with Business Technology 100
(Microsoft Office course).
An aptitude for teaching was
noticed and I was offered
more and more courses in
the Graphic Design & Web
Development program,
stemming from a vast
knowledge of the Adobe
Design programs and web
programming. This led to the
eventual full time role as Lead
Instructor for the program.

SHARP DRESSED MAN
Meet Peter Vigilante-Singh, Graphic Design
& Web Development’s coding wizard and
sartorially-savvy lead instructor.
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Your next step was from
instructor to running a local
Kelowna marketing agency,
how did that come about?
I spent 4 years as a software
developer for Off-Campus
Housing 101 in Kelowna
before being discovered by
a small Kelowna marketing
agency. Over the course of
another 4 years I had worked
with the team at the agency as
its Chief Technology Officer to
grow it to one of the largest

agencies in Kelowna. I then
parted ways with the agency
to head up my own agency
in Kelowna called Lifeblood
Marketing.
What does your typical day
look like at Lifeblood? What
kinds of things were you
responsible for?
Starting an agency from
the ground up does mean
wearing a lot of hats. My day
is typically answering emails,
following up with leads, and
attending sales or marketing
meetings with my clients. After
all the meetings, I then work on
the clients over-all marketing
and design plans which I
can then pass on to my team
of designers and marketing
managers so that I can focus
on my main strength, building
the website.
You are now running your
own freelance company,
and back instructing at CAT,
how did this come about?
I really did have a passion for
teaching, and when I heard
that CAT was in need of a
new instructor for the web
development program which I
had originally headed nearly
5 years prior, I couldn’t resist
the opportunity to update the
program.
You are currently a very
busy guy – how do you
manage your (considerable)
workload?
Some days I still don’t know
how I do it, and it can start to
get very overwhelming. But,
time management is very key.
I use Asana to list out all the
tasks I have for all my work
and other organizations. From
there I then give every task a
time estimate in hours, which
I then block out times in my
calendar for when to work
on each task. This makes sure
that my weeks are efficient

and I can burn through my
tasks lists before they start to
pile up too high. Although, 20
hours of teaching does mean
most work has to be done in
the evening hours and working
throughout the weekend which
can be quite the drain, so
making sure to also block out
some downtime on my calendar
gives mesomething to look
forward to.
What do you like best about
being an instructor?
Watching the growth of the
students knowledge. Even
when they struggle with the
concepts, and don’t believe
in their own ability, they then
have a moment well into the
course where they realize they
have learned so much more
than they realize, and can do
amazing things with it.
What advice do you have
for students getting ready
to go out into the real world
of graphic design and web
development?
Come up with a passion
project, something that can
utilize all the skills you are
looking to improve. So for
GDWD students, a personal
website is usually suitable. It
will allow you to practice your
design skills, and maybe those
coding stills when you try and
come up with a unique style
of gallery to display. Once
done, do it again the next
year, trying to improve on the
concepts you learned while
building it the first time.
Lastly – tell us about those
wonderful suits!
I just figure you should always
look good and dress to
impress no matter where you
are, so I keep my wardrobe
limited to just clothes that
would reflect that. So lots of
dress shirts and dress pants.
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 interior design

Each year, CAT’s Interior Design program
implements three interesting approaches to get
students to explore topics like the ‘History of
Design’, the ‘Elements and Principles of Design’
and ‘Colour Theory’.
PROJECT | 1
In the first project, students research and adapt
historic motifs as resources for the design
of contemporary items such as wall tiles or
textiles.
They collect ten images of carefully
documented historical motifs from India,
Southeast Asia or Islamic origins and then
choose three of these motifs to adapt and
inspire a new primary motif for textile,
wallcovering or a set of tiles.
This project allows students to explore design
in context and see how history informs and
influences designs today.
PROJECT | 2
When learning about design theories such
as the elements and principles of design,
we might speak about elements such as line,
pattern, shape or texture in a 2-dimensional
example. However, designers explore and
implement the various elements + principles
of design in 3-dimensional environments. In

this project, students explore some of these
concepts while exploring physical barriers,
contrasting forms and connectivity through 3D
modeling.
Initially, each student is given an element of
design such as “form” and explores it in a
3D manner by layering, stacking, rolling, and
folding, paper. They then explore how to
implement one of these 3D elements in spatial
development while paring it with a principle
of design, such as “rhythm” and a descriptive
verb such as “merge”.
PROJECT | 3
In a third project, students explored how to
manipulate space using colour, by creating a
model and applying colour with other elements
and principles of design to demonstrate how
designers can alter the perceived size and
proportions of an enclosure.
“While each of these projects seem abstract to
students in the beginning of the process, as the
project progress, students realize they begin
to leave their preconceived notions of what
the outcome might be and live in the creative
process of implementing and experimenting with
design theories,” explains Jennifer Yeo, Interior
Design Department Head.

Top Left: Project 1, tile design by Alex Saric: Top Right: Project 2 - 3-D environment designed by Sarah Nick;
Bottom (L to R): Project 3 - diorama interior designed by Jacob Griffen And Ashley Grunow; diorama box
by Montana Pittenger and Sarah Nick.
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 Network administration | network security

 Veterinary hospital Assistants

the new
PATHWAY
The path to success starts at CAT, and could now end at BCIT!

That’s right - if you complete the entire
pathway you will have the opportunity to
earn a BCIT Business Management Advanced
Diploma and a Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA) – programs that will open
up more creative career opportunities and
offer sooner career advancement.
The programs eligible for this pathway
progression are as follows: 2D Animation and
Digital Art; Animation for Game, Film & Visual
Effects; Graphic Design & Web Development;
Advanced Interior Design and Technology; and
Network Security Specialist.
It’s in this last course that we are happy to
announce that two of our recent grads - Babita
Kanda and Tarun Salaria - have made the
decision to do just that, and are the first of
our students to do so (though certainly not the
last!).
“After completion of my Network Security
Specialist’s diploma at CAT, I got an opportunity
to earn a BCIT Business Management advanced
diploma or Bachelor of Business Administration.
BCIT is one of British Columbia’s largest postsecondary institutions,” says Babita Kanda.
“The team of the International Student centre at
BCIT and CAT joined hands to help me to get my
foot in the best institute for my further studies.
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The application process was very well explained
and most likely implemented according to the
procedure and requirements.
After applying the application for the business
diploma. I received the official acceptance letter
from BCIT which also included the tuition fees
and all other requirements to be fulfilled before
the deadline. Few days later, I received the IIRC
letter from BCIT so that i can apply for my
Study permit extension. Presently, I have been
selected for my course and I have applied for
my study permit extension.”
CAT programs are hyper focused and
provide the skills to pursue a creative career
in digital arts and technology. The CAT-BCIT
Pathway program gives you the additional
skills and knowledge to diversify your career
opportunities by fortifying your skills in
business management, strategic and critical
thinking.
In addition to the benefits predicted for
domestic students, international CAT students
will also be able to take advantage of this
opportunity: after completing BCIT’s Business
Management Advanced Diploma or Bachelor
of Business Administration, international
students may apply for a post graduate work
permit.
“Studying at CAT was one of the greatest
experience for enhancing my technical skills and
participating in all the intellectual activities,”
explains Babita. “BCIT Pathway program
provides the extra aptitudes and information to
diversify my career openings by strengthening
my abilities in business management.”

Photo by Grant Robinson

Did you know that Centre for Arts and
Technology (CAT) and British Columbia Institute
of Technology (BCIT) have partnered to create
the CAT-BCIT Pathway: a cross-institutional
agreement enabling CAT graduates entry into
BCIT’s School of Business?

VETTED
10 Quick Questions with Dr Heather Gordon31

 Veterinary hospital Assistants

Dr. Heather Gordon is a Veterinarian at
Trilake Animal Hospital & Referral Centre
here in the Okanagan, and also one of the
VHA department’s valued instructors. This
issue we get to know her a bit better through
10 quick questions!
1. What made you decide to become a vet?
I was pretty lost after finishing my bachelor of
science degree. I knew that I wanted to pursue
a career in science, but didn’t think that human
medicine or pure research would be a good fit.
I had never considered veterinary medicine as
a potential path; I assumed it was a career for
people who are crazy for dogs and cats, and
that just wasn’t me (at the time, at least!).
It all started to fall into place when I was
backpacking around New Zealand and ended up
getting a job at a dairy farm in the middle of
nowhere. One day, the farmer I was working for
called me out to help him with a cow that was
having difficulty giving birth to a calf. He wasn’t
able to get a vet out to help, and he had injured
himself and was on crutches, so I had to roll up
my sleeves (literally and figuratively), and try to
help this poor cow who was in distress.
It was such a challenging and rewarding
experience. Compassion, creative problemsolving, physical strength and knowledge were
all a part of it. I knew right then that veterinary
medicine would be a good fit for me.
2. What is the most unusual animal you
have ever worked with - or the most unusual
scenario?
The most unusual scenario would have to be my
experience as an “ice roads vet.”
In my final year, five of us students and a few
of our professors went up to the Northwest
Territories with all the gear necessary to run a
mobile spay/neuter/vaccine clinic. We loaded
our stuff up into pickup trucks, and drove for
hours at a time on ice roads to some very
isolated communities.
We set up surgical suites in wildlife pathology
labs, community center gyms, and high school
science classrooms. We drove around the
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communities and vaccinated sled dogs in -40
degrees. We visited the home of a trapper and
watched him skin a pine marten.
It was an amazing experience, and such an
education in the importance of versatility and
collaboration. I wish I could do it again!
3. What is the best thing about working in
the Veterinary environment?
I love how every day presents a new set of
challenges and opportunities to learn. The
varieties of species, diseases, clients and
situations means that I am never bored.
Also, the collegiality that is fostered in the
environment is second to none: we laugh and cry
together and learn from one another every day.
4. What is the most challenging thing about
working in the Veterinary environment?
Unquestionably I find the financial aspects of
the job to be the most challenging. When clients
experience financial hardship because their
pet becomes ill, and they are faced with very
difficult decisions, it wears on everyone.
When we put an animal to sleep that has had a
long and happy life, and is surrounded by their
family, it is definitely sad, but we know we are
doing the right thing.
On the other hand, the situations where you
know that something more could have been
done, these are the ones that haunt you.
5. What pets do you have?
I have two cats. An orange tabby called
“Constable Carrots” and a silver tabby called
“Doctor Highwood.”
When we adopted “Constable Carrots,” we were
hoping that he could someday be promoted to
“Detective,” but his problem-solving skills are
not exactly stellar, so I think he will remain a
“Constable” forever.
“Doctor Highwood” has an honourary doctorate
in anthropology, and he gets really mad if you
refer to him as “Mister.” He is a bit of a snob
that way.
6. What is the funniest thing that has ever
happened to you on the job?

Once, I was holding a dog to help a vet express
its anal glands. Somehow, and I still am not sure
how this fits with the general laws of physics, the
stream of anal gland material came right up
at me, and straight into my eye! It was pretty
yucky, but definitely hilarious.
7. If you weren’t a vet, what would you be
instead?
Definitely a park warden or conservation officer.
I love the idea of being outdoors in all types
of weather, engaging with the public, and
protecting wildlife.
8. What do you like most about teaching
here at CAT?
I love the enthusiasm and diversity of the
students. They all come to the program with
different backgrounds, expectations, and plans
for the future. I feel really lucky to be a part of
their educational experience.
9. What are the most important qualities that
you look for when hiring new Veterinary
Hospital Assistants to the clinic?
A strong work ethic, curiosity, and willingness to
learn new things. Having perfect grades doesn’t
always translate into career success, so I am
always trying to encourage students to focus on
the larger picture, and not the number on the
corner of the exam.
Setbacks and challenges are daily occurrences
in the working world, and the most important
thing that any employer wants to see is how you
overcome and learn from these experiences.

“When we adopted
our orange tabby,
‘Constable Carrots’,
we were hoping that
he could someday
be promoted to
‘Detective’.
But his problemsolving skills are not
exactly stellar, so I
think he will remain a
‘Constable’ forever.”

10. What is the one piece of advice you
would have for students entering the
industry as Veterinary Hospital Assistants?
Recognize that you are a vital part of the team,
and the responsibilities of your job are not to
be taken lightly. Without smart, hard-working
assistants, we cannot function as a Veterinary
Hospital, and the way you do your job directly
affects patient outcomes.
So take every opportunity to offer your help,
learn a new task, or share helpful observations
with your team members. Be proud of your
integral role in the hospital!
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we've

been
busy
Collaboration Corner: The new term kicked off with its first
mixer of the new school year on October 15, with over 40
students coming together to draw, mingle and connect. “I was
excited to see virtually all of our programs represented and
witnessed second-year students interacting with the newbies,” says
Randal Typusiak, Head of Student Success department.
Meet ‘n’ Greet: The AGFVE crew gathered in the lecture theater
on October 25 for a meet and greet with recently graduated
alumni. It was the first time that the newest of our students had a
chance to meet our newest of alumni as they gathered to view
the demo-reels from the previous quarter. Also in attendance
were recent grads: Devan Bellamy, Dawson Hiemstra, Julia
Gagne, Sophie Desaulniers and Brooke Mitchell. After the
viewing, the grads spoke of their time at CAT and passed along
some great advice to our new and current students.
Halloween Hi-jinks: Spooky times at CAT’s annual Halloween
costume contest saw entertaining entries, prizes, and even a bit
of dancing. Congratulations to our winners: ‘Most Creative’,
Bethany Harbaugh (Camo Fairy); ‘Scariest’, Sean Dewell (White
Chef); ‘Funniest’, Camryn Laroche (‘Tourist Beekeeper’ - a
random assortment of costume items from classmates); and ‘Best
Overall’, Kelsey Thompson (Elton John).
Yeti Go!: CAT 2D animation students went to visit Yeti Farms
Creative on November 15, where they met with Co-founder
Chief Creative Officer Todd Ramsay. Yeti’s projects include Pete
the Cat and Hotel Transylvania.
Hot Chocolate Mingle: November 19 saw CAT students gather
together to meet and mingle over gourmet hot chocolate. Yum.
We are sure more than a few project collaborations came
about over the course of the event.
Holiday Potluck: Students gathered in the Student Lounge on
Dec 12 for CAT’s annual holiday potluck lunch. Over 25 students
took advantage of the food and goodies provided by CAT
instructors and staff, which included roast chicken, perogies,
meatballs, buns, salads, homemade ‘nuts & bolts’ and other
goodies.
11:30 AM

Wear your PJ’s
Free lunch contributed by CAT staff,
photo area & photographer
Goodies provided by CAT faculty to
celebrate the holidays

“till the food is gone”
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Photos | Left: top to bottom: Collaboration Corner; ‘Motorcycle’,
Brooke Mitchell; Halloween, Kelsey Thompson as Elton John (photo by
Grant Robinson; AGFVE students at Yeti Farm; Hot Chocolate Mingle.
Opposite Page: all photos by Grant Robinson; poster design by
Hannah Sartison and Julia Shalagan (GDD).
By: Hanna Sartison & Julia Shlagan
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