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 get to know

This is MICHAEL THORPE. 
He works at CAT as our Director of Admissions.

InterFACE asked him these questions: 

What do you do here at 
CAT? (1 sentence)

I meet with inquiring students 
to assist them with program 
details, school information, 
industry insight, and help direct 
them to meet their career 
goals. 

Three words that best 
describe you? 

Genius, Philanthropist, 
Humanitarian (maybe not but 
thought I would try). How 
about: Dog-lover, hard-worker, 
good-sense-of-humor (I found 
I could sneak in more words 
with an excessive use of 
hyphens). 

What did you do last 
weekend? 

Watch my daughter play 
hockey. She’s feisty. 

If I gave you $1000 today, 
how would you use it? 

Go visit some friends and 
family that I have not seen in 
a while. 

What’s your guilty pleasure?

I have been known to enjoy 
a generous helping of fried 
chicken. 

Who is your favorite 
colleague and why? 

All the staff are great at CAT. 
Wonderful team of caring 
individuals. Cheers! 

(Selfie by Michael Thorpe)

Welcome to  

Welcome to Issue Ten of interFace, CAT’s 
quarterly magazine.  This issue sees us 

spotlighting all the exciting things happening 
here at CAT, including spot-lighitng some 

amazing upcoming graduates. There is 
also an international flavour to this issue, 
highlighting Animation Department Head 

Sean Ridgway’s trip to Mexico, and 
highlighting a recent international graduate 
from CAT Surrey - hence our choice of multi-

lingual cover chicken. (PS. This issue has a 
LOT of very cute chickens...)

Why does interFACE exist? We realised 
one day that there was so much interesting 
stuff going on at the college which people 
weren’t aware of, and that seemed a real 

shame. Therefore, we wanted to create 
something that made it easy for students 

and staff across all departments here at the 
college to catch up on all the cool stuff (and 
people) that make CAT what it is - a varied 

and vibrant creative community.

We want to start by thanking everyone who 
has made this issue possible, and we hope 

you enjoy reading it as much as we did 
putting it together for you.

InterFACE Editorial Team

Why are we called interFACE? 

The word interface is both a noun (a 
point where two systems, subjects, 

organizations, etc., meet and interact), 
and a verb (interact with another system, 
person, organization, etc.), that also has 

techie connotations (a device or program 
enabling a user to communicate with 
a computer; to connect with another 

computer or piece of equipment by an 
interface); lastly, the magazine is the 

‘internal face’ of the college.
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 newsy bits

Six students from Digital Filmmaking (three 
from Q2 and three from Q6) were able to 
work as PA’s (Production Assistants) on NBC TV 
series ‘Resident Alien’ which was being shot 
locally in Ashcroft, BC. 

The opportunity came via CAT Digital 
Filmmaking alumni Brendon Rodney who 
is working for GEP Resident Inc. in Surrey. 
Brendon graduated from the DP program 
2012.

“It was a great opportunity for the students to 
get ‘live’ experience on set, while being paid at 
union rate,” says DF Department Head Victor 
Poirier.

“The Kamloops’ experience gave us incredible 
insight and knowledge as to what it’s like to 
work on a union set!  I can’t thank CAT enough 
for this opportunity (and many more to come!),” 
says Noah Arnott Gannon, Q2 DF student.

“Just comparing CAT film sets to real film sets 
surprised me; they are really similar and I felt 
really prepared for the real world,” enthuses 
Anne Billingsley, (also Q2 DF).

It was also funny, because we’d hear things over 
the radio like ‘can we do the shot without the 
alien on the horse’!” 

FILM STUDENTS 
ON SET

Jennifer Yeo, CAT’s Interior Design department 
head has been busy this term, judging projects 
for the annual IDEC (Interior Designers 
Educators Council) competition which is open to 
Interior Design students from post-secondary 
interior design programs across Canada and 
the US. This year’s competition project was 
a ‘Basic Needs Centre For the Homeless’; a 
design response promoting health and well-
being in the local community. There were tons 
of submissions, and winners will be announced 
at this year’s IDEC conference in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma this March.

I was judging projects submitted from the east 
coast of the USA,” explains Jennifer.  “It was 
really interesting seeing the variety of design 
solutions, as well as the variety of research 
different colleges undertook - everyone had to 
research the homeless community in their own 
areas.”

“It was also wonderful to see that the work we 
are doing here at CAT is definitely on par with 
other colleges across North America!”

JUDGE 
JENNIFER

AUDIO|VISUAL
Graphic Design instructor Carrie Mayhew 
has just received her own ‘red rose’ from ‘The 
Bachelorette’ and ‘Love It Or List It’ personality 
Jillian Harris. 

Harris, who resides in West Kelowna has just 
hired one of our favorite CAT instructors to 
take care of all her company’s graphic design.

“My role there is Graphic Design and Brand 
Manager,” explains Carrie. “Not only do I 
create any graphics needed on a weekly basis I 
also manage other vendors and partnership that 
are using the Jillian Harris branding to ensure 
that it is consistent.”

“The work is wonderful and the team trust me 
to design what I feel will work best. I get along 
with all the girls and Jillian is a great boss and is 
very high energy, so I have to make sure I’m also 
keeping up with her!”

DESIGNING 
JILLIAN HARRIS

Local recording artist Joshua Smith was in the 
CAT studio a while back with David Nault from 
‘State of Mind’ Films doing some live ‘off-the-
floor’ (1 take) songs, which have recently been 
released on YouTube.

The songs and video were recorded in Studio 
A and brought together instructors and alumni 
of both the Audio Engineering and Digital 
Filmmaking departments.

Audio Department Head Chris Holmes 
engineered, mixed and mastered the 
recordsing; AEP Alumni Mark Browne co-
engineered; and Digital Filmmaking alumni 
Jordan Teichmann was Production Assistant on 
the filming side.

Smith’s release ‘Travelling Man’ can be seen at:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OjKAfoVNEg8&feature=youtu.
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Here at CAT, we love it when 
our favorite people drop in 
for a visit. Magician Ryan 
Michael is certainly one of 
those people, and this term 
he dropped in to put on a 
private show for students and 
staff, and then stay on in the 
studio to work with Digital 
Photography students on new 
promotional materials for 
his website as a part of DP’s 
LFS1 (Lighting for Stills) class.

“We started by looking at 
Renaissance paintings and 
the technique of chiaroscuro,” 
explains Grant Robinson, 
lead instructor. “Chiaroscuro 
is about light and dark, which 
seemed to fit this particular 
project perfectly. The ‘sneaky’ 
quality of the light works 
really well with the ‘sneakiness’ 
of close up magic. This type of 
lighting works with the subject 
and his props to create images 
with an almost 3D quality.”

“What’s challenging about 
photographing magic,” adds 
Robinson, “is that everything 
moves really quickly and you 
have to be ready to capture it. 
Also, it’s difficult to try to come 
up with something that hasn’t 
already been done before.”

“Working with the students 
was an absolutely phenomenal 
experience,” says Ryan 
Michael. “They are all 
dedicated, extremely skilled 
and have amazing attention 

IT’S MAGIC | Ryan Michael

 spotlight

to detail and are bursting with 
creativity. The students were 
very engaging and easy to 
work with, all of them very 
approachable.”

As this was Ryan’s second 
time in the studio with us, we 
wondered if he found any 
differences in the students,or 
the experience, between the 
two different year groups?

“Last time we spent quite a 
while trying to get one shot 
of cards falling over my head, 
which is my main photo on 
my website now,” explains 
Michael. “It was a learning 
experience, and this time we 
got all of the other shots we 
wanted to get done first before 
playing with ‘live action’ shots 
- which turned out fantastic. 
One of the students had an 
ingenious idea to make a card 
vortex and I’m sure you will 
see in the pictures that it looks 
amazing!”

And what was Ryan’s favorite 
part of the experience?

“I really enjoyed having the 
action shots taken, and the 
freedom they allowed me to 
have with my own creativity 
and getting the shots that 
I wanted for my website 
(pictures with my medals, 
plaques and wearing different 
outfits). 

I was also extremely impressed 
with Grant Robinson and 

his ability to see the finished 
product before the pictures 
were even taken. He is teaching 
this to his students extremely 
well as they all had a vision 
of my website, my needs, and 
what I wanted overall with 
these photos - and were able 
to make it happen with ease.”

“I can already tell you I am 
going to love the photos,” says 
Michael. “I went through all of 
them the day of the shoot. they 
were fantastic quality, variety 
and exactly what I need for my 
website!”

The students also loved working 
with Ryan.

“The shoot was really fun,” says 
Whitney Louie. “Using depth 
of field to focus on his magic 
tricks was really cool. 

The shoot also put students 
through their paces, producing 
some magic-related 
photographic challenges.

“Near the end we were all 
working together to get a shot 
with him surrounded by falling 
cards,” explains Whitney, “and 
it was really hard to get the 
perfect shot with eveything 
moving!” 

You can check out Ryan 
Michael’s website - along with 
CAT’s Digital Photography 
students work - at: 

http://www.ryanmichaelmagic.
com/ 

Magician and mentalist Ryan Michael popped into CAT this term to 
update his website photos with the Digital Photography students, 
and treated us all to a free magic show at the same time!
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GRAPHIC DESIGN & 
WEB DEVELOPMENT

What We’ve Learned...
“Tips for other students: Use multiple forms 
of studying - ie. flash cards, notes, coloring 
sheets. Don’t leave things til the last minute. 
Read the book!! Ask for help if you need it.”                  
– Anonymous

“Befriend your teachers and don’t be afraid to 
ask questions. They’re not as intimidating as they 
seem.” Harlie Leask and Allie Cook

“I realize success comes with a lot of trial and 
error and trying new things; sadly, as much as 
I love my bed, you can’t stay comfortable to 
reach your goals. Example: I’ve been getting 
as diverse as I can with rap and experimenting 
with closer genres like R&B and reggae to really 
experiment and improve as an artist, and it’s 
definitely helped wonders.” – Chance O’Grady

“Ask for lots of random opinions of your work.” 
– Harlie Leask

“Take just one hour to study after class (or 
the next day) to keep reminding your mind, 
because there’s lots of classes, and you won’t 
have to study as much.”  – Anonymous

“Time management is key! Use time blocking, 
journals, whatever you need.” – Athena Brecht

“Never stop looking for new perspectives and be 
open to doing things just to broaden your mind. 
Enjoying the little detours in life to the fullest, 
they could lead to things more important than 
what you want.” – Liam Hamlin

“Talk to your teachers! Don’t just sit there and be 
quiet.” – Ryan Rae

“Organize and use flash cards to help you 
study. Make sure to take a break every hour 
during studying to exercise or get your body 
moving to alternate using your brain and 
body.” – Jessika Wingrove

“Come to class! I cannot stress this enough. Your 
teachers help you SO much.”   – Anonymous

“Review your classes daily or weekly. Get 
assignments organized early and not last 
minute because things are going to start to pile 
up toward end of term. Ask teachers questions 
throughout class.” – Anonymous

“Take any opportunity given! Tutoring, job ads, 
everything.” – Allie Cook

“It’s important to reach out for help if you 
need it. The school has so many resources 
that are there specifically to help you be as 
successful as possible but they can’t help you 
if they don’t know you’re struggling.” – Alyssa 
Rempel

“Study a little at a time, more often, rather 
than sitting for hours trying to retain all the 
information.” – Anonymous

“Our successes are only achieved from our 
failures and struggles. The harder you work at 
it through countless trials and errors the more 
successful you will become!” – Bryan Lonergan

“Take initiative and be here at school even 
when you don’t have to be. Get away from 
distractions!” – Harlie Leask and Allie Cook

“It’s OK to cry! It’s important to find effective 
coping mechanisms.’ – EJ Praxedes

Success doesn’t just happen, it’s hard won – usually after a 
series of trial and error. What are the most important things you’ve 
learned for your own success from your time at CAT so far?
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Dana Murray
22 | Kitchener, ON
Dana plans on continuing 
to work on his music, while 
pursing opportunities 
performing live. 

EMA (Electronic Music Artist)  
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Audio

Liam MacKenzie
24 | Vernon, BC
Liam will be moving to 
Vancouver to work in live 
sound and as a solo artist. 

Joshua Bennett
20 | Fort Nelson, BC
Josh will be working 
at live sound events, 
and producing hip hop 
instrumentals.  

Tanner Boman 
25 | Cranbrook, BC
Tanner plans to move to 
Calgary, BC to pursue his 
dream career as a Touring 
Audio Engineer, with a major 
loudspeaker manufacturer.

AEP (Audio Engineering & Production) 

Calvin Brockholm 
23 | Vernon, BC
I plan on moving to Toronto 
to pursue a career producing 
music.

Lainie Dixon 
26 | Grande Prairie, AB
After pursuing some local 
leads, Lainie plans to move 
back to Alberta to work in 
Short Films and Advertising. 

TC Ferguson
25 | Medicine Hat, AB
Moving to Toronto to pursue 
opportunities in the hip-hop 
scene.

Rolf Holzkaemper
19 | Regina, SK
I am unsure right now, but my 
dream would be to work for 
Cirque Du Soleil. 

Robert Jeffrey
22 | Salmon Arm, BC
Bobby plans on starting 
his career as a film score 
composer in the province… 
And that’s just the beginning.

Jaden Large
20| Moose Jaw, SK
Jaden plans to stay in 
Kelowna for a while and work 
in live sound before going 
off to Vancouver, Calgary or 
Toronto to find studio work.

Chase O’Grady
‘Optomistt’
21| Calgary, AB
After a year of study and 
local development in Kelowna, 
Chance plans on moving to 
Vancouver to pursue being a 
touring recording artist.

Zachary Schijns
28 | Calgary, AB
Student plans on establishing 
himself as a touring DJ/ music 
producer while working in live 
sound & possibly radio.

Thomas Winters 
22 | Brooks, AB
Plans on staying in Kelowna 
and pursuing a career as an 
Independent Artist. 

Jonathan Gooding
19 | Southbank, BC
Jonathan plans on moving 
to Vancouver to work in the 
Video Game industry. 

Liam Hamlin
21 | Chilliwack, BC
Liam’s career goal after 
finishing school will be to 
start up his post-production 
audio business, Hamlin Audio; 
working towards getting 
steady jobs as a freelancer 
and being able to travel the 
world recording samples and 
working. 

“Music is to the soul

Modest Mouse
what words are to the mind” 
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digital filmmaking
GRADUATES

Sean Dewell
Alright, let’s do this. 

Born: BC. Raised: BC. 
Education? Just finished round 
two, baby! Now it’s time to 
take these fresh skills and 
rock the work world. 

But why film… well, some 
people would refer to me 
as a habitual fibber that 
can’t take things seriously. 
Others (my mother, bless her 
heart) might describe me 
as a weaver of tales meant 
to jostle people’s minds to 
ponder the truth in lies, or 
a “little shit” (probably the 
latter). I, on the other hand, 
would refer to myself as a 
buffoon with an overactive 
imagination. 

Day to day life can be rather 
dull and repetitive so why not 
stir things up. 

Film has two perks that I need 
in life; an ever evolving field 
of work to keep me alert, and 
a strong creative output. 

Cheers.

Justin 
Fanaeian-McIntosh
Growing up in the hard streets 
of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Justin McIntosh has climbed 
the ladder from poverty to 
greatness and is ready to 

conquer the world, starting 
with the Okanagan. 

Disguised as a video editor, 
Justin’s plan for world 
domination starts in the movie/ 
television industry. For he 
who controls the TV, controls 
the minds of the modern 
Canadian/ American family. 
Once North America is taken, 
it is only a matter of time 
before Europe, Asia, and all 
the continents become one 
with the Justin way of life. His 
hobbies consist of playing 
solitaire and watching curling.

Over the past 18-months, 
Justin has honed his skills in 
editing, his talent in the edit 
suite has been noted and he 
is now pursuing a career as a 
film editor.

Ryan McIntosh
Being interested in filmmaking 
from a young age, I have 
always had a desire to learn 
as much as possible about the 
filmmaking process. Whether 
that be from interviews or 
critiques about various films, 
the technical aspects, or what 
goes on behind-the-scenes, I 
just wanted to learn. 

Growing up in a small town 
where you were either 
interested in trades or sports, 
I didn’t exactly have the 

resources to expand my 
knowledge via hands on 
experience, but I taught myself 
editing in high school and was 
determined to pursue film, so I 
left my small town for Kelowna 
where the Centre for Arts and 
Technology changed my life 
forever. 

In the film program, I am 
around like-minded people 
with the same passion and 
drive as myself. Where most 
become burnt out and begin 
second-guessing their course 
choice, I found myself doing 
the opposite. The more gear 
we got to use and the more I 
learned, the more passionate I 
became about this industry. 

With Victor’s and all my other 
instructor’s guidance, I found 
my skills and knowledge 
growing at a pace I didn’t 
know could be possible. From 
not knowing how to properly 
work a camera to being self 
sufficient in producing and 
shooting on my own, it has 
been quite a journey for me. 

I have grown so much as a 
person, and I am very grateful 
for my experience and all my 
classmates who have helped 
me along the way. I am 
hopeful for the future and I 
wish all my peers the best of 
luck out in the field.   

Georgia Spalding
Georgia is a South African 
born videographer who is 
now based in Kelowna, BC. 
During her time at CAT, she 
learned many new things like 
the proper use of cameras, 
how to edit, the importance 
of pre-production, and most 
importantly, how to haze 
your instructor. When coming 
into this course, she started 
as the nice quiet girl, but 
something changed and she 
is now loud and sassy. She 
enjoyed working on many 
different projects to gain a 
wider perspective on the craft 
as a whole. On the latter side, 
trying to pull the same weight 
as the guys was difficult, but 
she learned to become bossier 
and own it.

Morgan Thomas
After 18-months in the Digital 
Filmmaking program, here’s 
what I learned: Life sucks get 
over it. Not everything is going 
to go your way and you’re 
going to deal with people who 
can’t get that through their 
thick skull and into their pea-
sized brain. This program has 
helped me to find who I am 
and gain an understanding of 
my chosen field. I learned that 
if I want something to happen, 
I have to be willing to put in 
the hours and focus on what 
needs to be done or it’s never 
going to happen. My name is 
Morgan and I am now pursuing 
a career as a producer.

Top to Bottom: Sean Dewell; Justin Fanaeian-McIntosh; Ryan McIntosh; 
Georgia Spalding; and Morgan Thomas. Photos by Carter Gabriel and 
Hagar Werba, CAT Digital Photography.

“BEFORE YOU 
  SAY ‘CUT’, 
  WAIT FIVE 
  MORE 
  SECONDS.”
      - Win Wenders
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Robert aspires to work with 
top quality artists and crew 
to create the most visually 
interesting and purpose 
driven videos.

ALSO GRADUATING:

Nash Madrigga

Samir Valsangkar

Jared White
As a filmmaker, I love making 
films. Films and the making 
thereof, is what I do. When 
it comes to making things, 
films are the things I make. 
If my name were Jake, they 
would call me Filmmaker Jake,  
because I make films and my 
name would be Jake. If my 
name were Phil, they would 
call me filmmaker, but they 
would replace the F with a 
PH, making me Philmmaker. 
Pop quiz! What do you think 
I make? Wrong! I make films, 
because I’m a filmmaker! Ya 
know --  a person who makes 
films.

During this 18-month course, 
I have gained experience 
writing and directing short 
films, a TV pilot, music videos, 
and corporate videos. I’ve 
found that each project is 
a journey, from the friendly 
fields of happiness when your 
creative comes together to 
the wretched abyss of putting 
out fires when the equipment 
breaks, the trials of ‘getting 
the shot’ and the endless nights 
in the edit suite, and I couldn’t 
love it more if I tried. As I 
take my first steps into the film 
industry, I’m excited to join the 
professionals who make the 
film industry what it is.

Taylor Woolf
Taylor is originally from 
Edmonton, AB, but moved 
around from Cold Lake, AB to 
Ardrossan, AB and to Kelowna, 
BC where she currently lives. 
After taking two 18 months of 
Digital Filmmaking in college 
(with the other caged animals) 
her love for videography grew 
and her professional skills were 
honed, Taylor is now ready to 
be released into the wild. 

Her favorite part of the 
program has been her teachers 
and the CAT staff; she has 
found that the confidence they 
have in each student to be 
extremely motivational and 
supportive. Taylor would like to 
thank each and every student 
graduating next to her, for 
pushing her buttons, testing her 
limits, and for bugging her like 
their little sister. She’s said this 
before, but after enduring this 
for almost two years, she can 
confidently say that she’s the 
toughest in the class. 

“This program wasn’t designed 
to be easy; it was designed 
to produce filmmakers. Ask 
questions, there’s no such 
thing as a stupid question. 
(Unless I was the one that 
asked it, probably in Don’s 
class). Life is tough, things 
happen, unforeseen events and 

circumstances happen, keep the 
communication open between 
you and your teachers; they 
can’t help what they don’t know 
about.  There will be days you 
want to give up, but I promise 
you, before you know it, you’ll 
be writing a biography for 
your graduation. Be excited, 
I promise you this is only the 
beginning.  

P.S. 

If you’re going to choose a 
class to be late to, choose 
Victor’s… he arrives 3-7 
minutes late anyway. ;-)  

Robert Knetchel
Robert Knetchel has a focused 
interest in documentary 
and music videos. Being 
passionately driven to influence 
culture on a large scale leads 
Robert to work on projects 
that test the perception of 
the audience and creatively 
carve the visual path of the 
future. Robert has a well-
rounded focus on all aspects 
of cinematography, editing 
and writing with the goal of 
creating thought-provoking 
stories. Having grown up 
during the explosion of social 
media Robert has found 
that his understanding of 
the video marketing world 
helps push powerful pieces. 

DIGITAL FILMMAKING 
GRADUATES

Top to Bottom: Jared White; Taylor Woolf; and Robert Knetchel; Nash 
Madrigga; and Samir Valsangkar. Photos by Carter Gabriel and Hagar 
Werba, CAT Digital Photography.

“FILMMAKING   
  IS THE 
  ULTIMATE  
  TEAM  
  SPORT.”
    - Michael Keaton
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graphic design 
+ Web development

Jordan Ehman
22 | Kelowna, BC

Currently based in Kelowna 
BC, I’m a Graphic Designer 
& Website Developer ready 
to make your website come 
to life.

If I’m not in front of the 
computer I’m outside at the 
skate park or rock climbing 
with friends.

About My Design: I like fun 
designs; the modern clean look 
is nice, of course, but it’s all 
about having fun.

Taylor Field
25 | Vancouver Island, BC

I’m just a creative visionary 
making my way through the 
universe. Through all the design 
tools I have learned at CAT, I 
am happy to pursue a career 
path focusing on graphic and 
print designs for branding. 
I also am happy to be 
pursuing a path down digital 
illustrations, and promotional 
posters!

Jason Halvorson
21 | Kelowna, BC

My name is Jason Halvorson, 
and I’m a full-stack web 
developer, with a focus on 
making fast, responsive 
websites that are visually 
appealing and user friendly. 
After graduation I plan on 
pursuing web development as 
a full-time career.

Caitlyn Kennedy
19 | Kelowna, BC

Hey, I’m Caitlyn. I specialize in 
graphic and web design with 
a colorful, bold, and creative 
style. I pursued digital arts and 
design because I’ve always 
had an eye for creatively 
transposing ideas, messages 
and movements into something 
beautiful. My passion lies 
in production design and 
freelance work.

My mission is to make the 
connection between ideas and 
reality through creative work. 
I’m focused on building a solid 
relationship based on trust and 
ambition, which creates the 
ability to work with criticism 
and strive to accomplish the 
best reflection of your vision.

G R A D U A T E S

Opposite Page (clockwise): ‘Mikey’s Pizza’ logo, Taylor Field; ‘Fshhh 
Energy Drink’ logo, Jordan Ehman; ‘Alice in Wonderland’ movie poster, 
Caitlyn Kennedy; ‘Jurrasic Park’ movie poster, Taylor Field; website 
design, Jason Halvorson; ‘Ghost Rider’ digital illustration, Taylor Field. 
This Page: ‘Sweet Talk’ magazine design, Caitlyn Kennedy.
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Billie McKenzie
30 | Kelowna, BC

I signed up for the GDWD 
program after doing self-
taught graphic design for 
friends, and the entertainment 
company I have worked at 
for years. I finally took the 
plunge to get a more in-depth 
education in graphic design, 
and to learn web development. 

I am so excited to finish the 
program and get started in 
a career doing this full time, 
instead of as a side gig. Being 
a full-time artist has been my 
dream for a long time. 

Nicholas Romanakis
34 | Kelowna, BC

My curiosity is an underlying 
force that fuels my need 
for knowledge and self-
improvement. When it came 
time for a career change, I 
chose the Graphic Design and 
Web Development program at 
CATO because it sounded like 
a well-rounded program that 
would prepare me for a career 
in a web-related field. 
While I enjoy creating digital 
art, I’m hoping to pursue 
a career in web design/
development, contributing to 
and learning from a creative 
and forward-looking company.

Joelle Scott

26 | Calgary, AB

Before coming to Centre for 
Arts and Technology, I was 
working as a Social Media 
Manager. By creating posters 
and graphics, I soon realized 
my passion for graphic design 

which lead me to the Graphic 
Design and Web Development 
program at CAT. I think my 
strengths lie in logo design, 
branding and web design. As 
a designer, I strive to bring 
brand visions to life through 
effective and purposeful 
design. With a focus on 
branding, I produce innovative 
digital solutions that create 
lasting impressions and deliver 
results. Moving forward, I 
plan to purse a career as a 
freelance designer with hopes 
of establishing myself in the 
digital world!

Sonia Toews
27 | Washington State, USA

As a graphic designer I enjoy 
experimenting with many 
different styles of design.  I 
hope to interpret the client’s 
vision and style correctly.  I 
want my designs to create an 
impact and tell a story.

Mark Whelan
31 | Edmonton, AB

I moved to Kelowna 10 years 
ago for work. After a decade 
with the same company I 
decided to switch careers and 
take the Graphic Design & 
Web Development Program. 
A year and a half later, 
an amazing internship with 
Twirling Umbrellas, and many 
Udemy courses under my belt 
I have managed to work my 
way into the digital marketing 
industry.

This Page (clockwise from top left): ‘shop 
wren’ website and logo, Mark Whelan; ‘CAT 

YouTube’ banner, Billie McKenzie; ‘Herbie’ 
digital illustration; Nicholas Romanakis; 

Instagram square, Sonia Toews; Kinshira logo, 
Billie McKenzie. 

Opposite Page: ‘Nocturne Coffee’ branding 
and packaging, Joelle Scott.

GRADUATES
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 animation

Could anything be more fun 
than promoting a course you 
love in an exotic location? 
This issue, Animation 
Department Head Sean 
Ridgway tells interFACE all 
about his recent trip to Central 
America doing this very thing.

~

Viva La Mexico!  

I was recently recruited to 
deliver a whirlwind weekend 
info session in Mexico City, 
designed to aid in our 
International recruiting efforts 
with respects to the animation 
programs at both Langara 
College and CAT.  

First, a little background noise.  
I have worked in the industry 
and educational sectors for the 
last 28 years.  

Graduating post-secondary 
in 1992, I got my first job 
animating on a video game 
title ‘Spiderman vs. The 
Kingpin’ for the Sega CD-Rom 
system at a small independent 
game studio in Oakville, 
Ontario.  

I moved on to Vancouver 
in 1994 and worked in the 
industry for the next 8 years, 
designing and animating on 
projects such as Magic School 
Bus, Mickey’s Once Upon a 
Christmas, NBA Live and lots 
of Disney features.  

In addition to the mouse house 
and some other studios, I have 

DOWN MEXICO WAY
also worked at Electronic Arts 
(EA) and Bardel Entertainment.  

I started teaching during my 
time after Disney and fell in 
love with education and the 
effect I had on young, eager 
artists looking to kickstart a 
career.  

So fast forward. Here I am 
landing at 7am in Mexico 
City, my first time travelling 
anywhere internationally.  
My entire trip has been 
wonderfully coordinated by 
Mayra Wiszlicki, Director of 
International Admissions for 
both Stenberg College and 
CAT.  

Thankfully she has provided 
some transportation from the 
airport as I absolutely would 
not have survived driving the 
streets of Mexico City on my 
own.  

My driver knows his way 
around and how to navigate 
the tangled web of traffic, 
complimented with motorcycles 
and scooters constantly 
whizzing between vehicles.  
I hit my hotel at 8am, 
exhausted!  Thankfully Mayra 
has some pull with the hotel 
and I can check in right away.  
I crash hard for a few hours 
and then meet Mayra and her 
team to start my mission and 
get introduced to the city.  

Beautiful weather, friendly 
people and great food helped 
make this a very enjoyable, yet 

brief, encounter.  

As much as I would have 
liked to explore and act like 
a tourist, my real mission and 
purpose in Mexico City was 
to deliver a presentation and 
Master class to a group of 
60-70 people, consisting of 
many young, budding artists 
and animators eager to learn 
more about me, the animation 
process, our province, the 
schools and what opportunities 
the industry might provide 
them here in BC.  

We wanted this to be a fun, 
interactive event, coupled 
with me reviewing portfolios 
afterwards and giving out 
prizes to the top artists.  

I believe all of this went very 
well.  

I was told by several attendees 
I had delivered a motivating 
and inspirational speech and 
presentation.  These kids I met, 
most of whom are done high 
school and in a post-secondary 
situation already, are so 
talented and wonderful to talk 
to.  I could see myself teaching 
many of them in my own class 
and they all remind me of our 
own students.  

Animation is so universal 
and knows no real cultural 
boundaries.  

Overall a rewarding and 
wonderful experience.

Words: Sean Ridgway

“Animation is universal and knows 
no real cultural boundaries.” 
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That’s right - all CAT audio students and alumni 
have the (online) opportunity to learn from 
the best. This course will feature mixing and 
mastering principles, processes, techniques, 
and tools, used by multi Grammy nominated 
engineer Luca Pretolesi, with a final assessment 
and review by Luca of each student’s final 
course work.

Luca Pretolesi is an Italian born mixing and 
mastering engineer currently working out of 
Studio DMI based in Las Vegas, NV. He has 
received two Grammy nominations for his work 
on Snoop Lion’s “Reincarnated” album and 
Steve Aoki’s “Wonderland” album, and has 
also worked with artists like Diplo, Iggy Azalea 
and Calvin Harris.

I know what you’re thinking, what the heck is 
mixing and mastering? Mixing and Mastering 
can be thought of as the science of making 
music sound professional. In a modern music 
writing situation, a producer writes the music. 
The song is then sent off to an engineer to 
make sure the song is perfect. 

The course will introduce mixing and mastering 
skills, technology, concepts, and tips and 

‘Mixing and Mastering’ 
with Luca Pretolesi is  
being offered online 

to all CAT students 
and alumni!

 audio

tricks, used by top level engineers.  Luca will 
demonstrate and guide students through the 
process of developing their own skills from the 
conceptual stage to finalizing a mixed and 
mastered song ready for distribution. 

The application of specific technologies will be 
introduced in the context of achieving artistic 
integrity of the vision along modern audio 
techniques for professional sounding products. 
Luca will cover all the major principles he uses, 
and how he applies it in practice. 

Principles include:

•  Overview of Session Setup

•  Drum Mixing & Transient Shaping

•  Multiband Bass Processing

•  Synths & Guitars

•  Common Problems with FX

•  Vocals

•  Mastering Philosophy & Practice

The song Luca is mixing will be provided 
for each student to practice on including 
all the stems.  Students may submit a song 

of their own to work on within the course.  
For acceptance, the song must have all the 
same elements that are in the song Luca’s is 
demonstrating, e.g., guitars, synths, vocals, etc., 
with stems of a similar professional quality.

Each week’s lesson will have an associated 
assignment that builds towards the final mixed 
and mastered song. Along the way, students 
will receive assessment of each aspect from 
their instructor and feedback from other 
students through the class forums. 

The course will also push students to learn 
and consider other relevant information 
and concepts, and apply them to their own 
development as an artist and their works. The 
final mix/master will receive a final video 
review by Luca Pretolesi. 

The course will be delivered online and 
students will be allowed to submit a song 
of their own to work on within the course. 
The current start date is set for the middle 
of 2020. All audio students can talk to their 
instructors for more information.

Words: Taylin Simmonds

MIXMASTER
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 digital filmmaking

Something for the Weekend
On the weekend of February  
22-23, CAT’s campus 
was swarmed by eager 
StoreyHive ‘Reel Youth 
Community Project’ winners, 
here for a development 
workshop. 

Over 30 participants from 
schools and colleges in the 
Okanagan (including CAT’s 
own Fifth Productions) came 
together to develop their 
projects, team build and 
network.

The workshop was led by 
Mark Vonesch, Director of 
Reel Youth, who was joined 
by Mariam Barry, Reel Youth 
Program Facilitator and Film 
Editor, and Dan Pierce, Reel 
Youth Program Facilitator and 
Mentor.

“This project is a partnership 
between Reel Youth and Telus 
Storeyhive where we are 
building capacity in young 
filmmakers living in the 
Okanagan,” explains Mark. 

“We are giving away 
$100,000 in ten $10,000 
chunks for youth filmmaking 
teams to make a film 
addressing issues such 
as cyber-bullying, online 
connection vs disconnection, 
and online safety. They get the 
$10,000 to make their film, 
and they also get connected 
with a mentor who supports 
them through this process.”

“Our film project is about 
tec addiction,” says George 
Spalding, from CAT’s winning 
team. “As tec has evolved we 
have gotten more and more 

dependent on it, so we are 
trying to portray that in the 
most real way possible. It’s a 
silent addiction that not many 
people know they have until 
something happens to their 
phone, or they start craving 
Facebook.” 

“This is an Okanagan-based 
pilot project, which is going to 
grow.  We had 50 applications 
which we narrowed down to 10 
winners. We were looking for 
youth who want to use film to 
create positive change, telling 
stories that are important and 
have audiences be impacted 
by them.”

“We also wanted uplifting 
diverse voices, making sure we 
have a range of experiences 
reflected in our filmmaking 
teams,” says Mariam. “And 
giving those young people 
opportunities to tell stories 
from their communities, or 
stories that are maybe not that 
often told.”

“Making sure we have 
indigenous voices here, queer 
voices here,” adds Vonesch. 
“Making sure we have some 
people of color, as well as a 
wide variety of ages.” 

“Some of these teams - like 
the one from CAT - have got 
a lot of skills coming to us,  
some of them are very early 

filmmakers. It’s really about 
them  producing films about 
these issues, going through 
a creative process together 
where they are going to have 
to learn budgeting, how to 
work through conflict, tell a 
story and build their technical 
skills A lot of these kids want 
to end up being filmmakers, 
and this is an opportunity for 
them to get a big boost.”

“It was really cool to be more 
experienced because we got to 
help out a lot of people that 
didn’t know how to do a script, 
or what to do with a camera 
lens. It was really nice to take 
on the  big brother role and 
just help out people who were 
feeling overwhelmed with the 
project,” explains Georgia. 

“The Reel Youth people were 
really knowledgeable and 
really nice. They definitely 
helped when we were pitching 
our ideas - they had a lot of 
good ideas to bounce off of.

It’s a really great opportunity  
for us to get our names out 
as filmmakers - especially so 
close to graduation. And being 
able to make change was also 
another real driving force for 
us.”

Opposite page: Reel Youth Project winners gathered at 
CAT this term for a weekend of team and project building 
activities. Photos by Grant Robinson.
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 digital   photography

This term, CAT’s Photography 
Studio played host to some 
very prestigious fowl. On 
Jan 29 and 30th, Dudley 
DeLeenheer, Club President 
of the Vernon Pigeon and 
Poultry Club, brought in a 
selection of his best birds for 
Digital Photography students 
to perfect their skills on.

This year the Vernon 
Pigeon and Poultry Club 
is celebrating their 51st 
anniversary. The club is a 
place to meet other fowl 
fanciers to learn more about 
breeding, raising, and 
showing birds, with every 
level - from novices to experts 
- welcome. 

Dudley has been President of 
the VPPC for over 20 years, 
and has had a number of 
prize winning chickens over 
the years.

“I raise Bantam chickens 
(miniatures... about 1/3 the 
size of regular chickens). I 
love the smaller size as they 
are easier to handle, easier to 
house and less expensive to 
feed,” says Dudley.

“All the chickens I brought 
in were Bantams.  I brought 
in Old English, the most 
popular breed of show bird 
in N. America.  There are 40 
recognized colors and I only 
have three - black, black 
breasted red, and golden 
duckwing.  Old English are 
sleek, smooth and lively.  

Also, I brought some New 
Hampshires ( a beautiful 
reddish color) with serrated 

comb and featherless legs.  
This breed is good for egg 
laying and eating...thus, a dual 
purpose bird.  

My third breed is called 
Chantecler.  This breed was 
created in Canada in the early 
1900’s using five different 
breeds to create a small 
combed, dual purpose hardy 
bird that can withstand cold 
Canadian winters.”

So let’s talk turkey about 
chicken photography: are 
they a challenging subject for 
photography?

“Chickens are a moving subject 
so it was a little difficult to get 
them to stay in one spot,” says 
Samantha Emberly, Digital 
Photography student. “But just 
being patient with them helps. 
It’s not like we could tell them 
to stay in one spot!”

What are the important 
aspects of getting a good 
photograph of chickens?

“A side view will show off the 
birds best qualities.  Length 
of back, set of tail and front 
structure will best be shown.  
Front and rear views don’t 
show individual characteristics.  
Lighting is important.  Some 
close-ups are quite special as 
well,” says Dudley.

“A few of the most important 
things we thought of when 
taking pictures of the 
chickens,” says Samantha, 
“was if they had a catch light 
in their eye. The catch light is 
a little bounce of light in the 
chicken’s eye; it made them 
look more alive. Another thing 

we looked for was hope the 
light effected the colors of the 
chickens feathers, we wanted to 
make sure all the colors were 
profound and beautiful.”

“Birds feathers can give off 
all three types of reflection 
we deal with in photography. 
Plus chickens, as living animals, 
bring in lots of photographic 
challenges as well,” explains 
Grant Robinson, lead 
instructor on CAT’s Digital 
Photography program. 
“These two things together 
made the idea of students 
photographing exotic chickens 
a really cool and challenging 
project.  I then typed in 
‘Okanagan chickens’ into 
Google, and Dudley’s was first 
on the list, so I called him!”

“It sounded really interesting 
both for myself and my wife,” 
says Dudley. “We are retired 
teachers and we enjoy working 
with young people.  They all 
seemed interested and the 
number of photos taken was 
phenomenal!”

Dudley is “very happy” with 
the results so far.  “I can’t wait 
to get some of the best that 
Grant has promised us.  It was 
a great experience and am 
so glad that we decided to 
partake.”

The students also had a great 
time. 

“I am allergic to feathers so I 
wasn’t really sure what I was 
walking into that day,” admits 
Samantha, “but, despite 
that, it was a really cool and 
unusual experience.”
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PENCILED IN
A love of pencil portraiture has led to an exhibition at Kelowna’s 

Rotary Centre for the Arts for current CAT student Shauna Gardiner.

 graphic @ digital design + Web development

If you popped down to the 
Rotary Centre for the Arts in 
downtown Kelowna earlier 
this term, you may well have 
seen a wonderful exhibition 
of pencil portraiture by 
one of CAT’s own - Shauna 
Gardiner, currently a Q2 
student in the Graphic and 
Digital Design program.

Shauna is a locally based 
artist who grew up in 
Penticton B.C and just recently 
relocated to West Kelowna to 
attend CAT. She is 21 years 
old and has been drawing 
professionally since she was 
14 years old, and specializes 
in pencil portraiture including 
people and animals.  

She is self-taught and has 
been commissioned several 
times to draw celebrities and 
family portraits for clients.  
Her main inspirations come 
from beauty, fashion and 
nature as well as everyday 
life.

“I’m not too sure what drove 
me to start drawing,” says 
Shauna.  “I started when I 
was very young and just never 
stopped. Eventually I guess I 
became good at it. Nowadays 
I think fashion and design drive 
me the most; I love to draw 
women and beauty primarily 
with the occasional animal 
thrown in. 

I never had any lessons and 
I never even took art in high 
school (I was a peer-tutor for 
art in Gr 12 though). Art class 
felt too restrictive and I never 
liked being graded for my art, 
so instead I just drew all the 
time. I learned that it doesn’t 
always have to be perfect - I 
have tons of scribbles and 
designs that will probably 

never see the light of day 
although they’re important in 
developing my skill and style.

I think the most enjoyable 
part of what I do is getting 
to sit back after working 
on something for hours and 
getting to see the piece slowly 
come together and to feel 
proud of whatever I put out. 
It’s definitely rewarding!

The most challenging thing 
about what I do would have 
to be saying when enough 
is enough. I’m a bit of a  
perfectionist and knowing when 
to say it’s done can be difficult.

When it comes to choosing 
a subject I don’t know what 
it is that will draw me to 
them. Usually, if I can look at 
something or someone and 
think that I can make that my 
own, I’ll just run with it. A lot 
of inspiration comes from 
when I’m not looking for it.”

“Shauna is extremely talented 
in drawing portraits,” says 
Elizabeth Dykosky, Life 
Drawing instructor at CAT. 
“She has a sensitive eye for 
detail, and her work shows 
excellent use of contrast.”

“I would absolutely love to 
make my art my job,” explains 
Gardiner. “I’d hopefully like to 
work for or do collaborations 
with beauty or fashion brands 
or even things outside the box 
like ski and board companies. 

So far I’m finding the Graphic 
Design course incredibly 
helpful, It’s been great to 
feel challenged in an art 
form different than what 
I’m comfortable with as well 
as combining my skills for 
drawing into my work for 
school.  Also I’m almost always 
excited to start my homework 

which is strange but good! 
Haha!

If I had any advice for 
someone wanting to start 
(drawing or doing art) I’d 
say just start. Find something 
you find interesting and 
combine that with whatever 
your aesthetic may be, (I love 
pinterest for finding ideas 
and inspiration) and just put 
it on a page. I really like the 
expression ‘modern art = I 
could do that + yeah, but you 
didn’t’. With the mentality to 
just start, and lots of practice, 
I feel like anyone could do 
anything they set their mind 
to.”

If you are interested in having 
a piece done by Shauna, 
you can commission her to do 
either portraits or animals, 
by DM’ing her on instragram 
@ shaunagardin or emailiing 
shaunagardiner721@outlook.
com. 



32 33

 interior design

Name and age? 

Prabjit Khun Khun, 26

Where are you from? 

I’m Okanagan born and raised!

When did you graduate from CAT?

I graduated from the Interior Design Diploma 
course in October, 2014.

You were previously a student on CAT’s 
Interior Design course, and have now 
returned as an instructor for us - what 
classes do you teach? 

I previously was instructor on  both GCM 2211 
(Graphic Communications Methods - 2nd Level) 
and GCM 3311 (Graphic Communications 
Methods - 3rd level) teaching color rendering. 
I am returning in the April term to deliver the 
latter to a new group of students. I have also 
worked as a lab assistant for the Interior design 
students.

What is it like coming back to CAT as an 
instructor in the AIDT department? Fun? 
Nerve-wracking?

Exciting! … but I guess a little nerve wracking 
as well.

What have you found you like best about 
being an instructor? 

Being able to give back and help others 
using the knowledge I’ve acquired through my 
education/work experience. I think it’s also great 
that I ( and other CAT instructors) work in the 
field alongside our teaching because I am able 
to relay current industry information to students.

Anything you find challenging? 

The challenging thing is being challenged by the 
students, which is something I love seeing.

Student. Alumni. Instructor.

What have you been doing since graduating 
from CAT? Who have you been working for 
and in what capacities? 

After my graduating CAT, I continued my 
education at the Wilson School of Design at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University in the Lower 
Mainland, completing a Bachelor of Interior 
Design in 2018. I then joined Hatch Interior 
Design in Kelowna as a contract employee, 
where I worked until I started at MQN Interiors 
(my current employer) in Vernon as an Interior 
Designer. 

What do you like best about working in 
Interior Design? 

Interior design is the embodiment of function 
and creativity in a physical entity - I love being 
a part of this process! I also enjoy the problem 
solving aspects of the job. Finding solutions 
to challenging site conditions is an extremely 
rewarding feeling. 

Have you worked on anything really 
interesting or cool recently? 

The YLW children’s play area!

Tell us a little about your time here as 
a student?  Did you find it a valuable 
experience? 

The technical skills I gained at CAT (example: 
AutoCAD, Revit) were so invaluable. The 
combination of practical/theory based 
education prepared me for my later endeavors.

What did you like best about studying 
Interior Design at CAT? 

Small class sizes, more one on one time with 
instructors. 

What are your future career plans or 
aspirations? What’s next for Prab? 

I am planning on writing the NCIDQ exam and 
becoming a registered interior designer.

We love CAT success stories, especially when they come full circle 
and return to us in the guise of a great instructor. Meet Prabjit Khun 

Khun, a CAT Interior Design alumni who has done just that.



34 35

 Network administration | network security

Name: Babita Kanda

Age: 21

Date of Birth: 24.02.1999

Program of Study:    
Network Security Specialist

Graduation:                      
October, 2019

I am privileged by the 
opportunity to introduce 
myself to you. My name is 
Babita Kanda.

I am from Punjab, which is 
located on the northern part 
of India.

“The word PUNJAB is a 
compound of the Persian 
words PANJ (five) and AB 
(waters). Thus, Punjab means 
“the land of rivers”. The five 
rivers are the Sutlej, Beas, 
Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum. 

I came to Canada as an 
international student in 2018. 
I received my Diploma in 
Network Security Specialist 
(18 months) from Centre for 
Arts and Technology. 

INTERNATIONAL 
FLAVOR

Deciding to study in another country is both a challenging 
and rewarding experience. This issue CAT Surrey NSS 
graduate Babita Kanda tells us about her experience.

Since childhood I was curious 
about how network and 
computer systems work, so I 
planned to study IT in grade 
8. After completing my high 
school as I got an opportunity 
to come to Canada, I decided 
to pursue my further studies in 
the same field in detail. 

I chose CAT as it is an 
institution that provides and 
delivers knowledge beyond 
textbooks. Studying at 
CAT was one of the best 
experiences for enhancing my 
skills. 

Additionally, participating 
in many events and various 
intellectual activities helped 
me to score the highest rank. 
CAT provided me the extra 
aptitude and information to 
diversify my career openings 
by strengthening my abilities in 
the world of Networking. 

My journey at CAT is 
unforgettable and I’m proud to 
best part of the best institution 
for students from different 

countries with various cultures 
and habits to develop their 
knowledge. 

After completing my Network 
Security Specialist diploma 
at CAT, I got an opportunity 
to earn a BCIT Business 
Management advanced 
diploma through the CAT-BCIT 
pathway. 

CAT-BCIT pathway is a 
cross-institutional agreement 
enabling CAT graduates to 
enter the BCIT’s school of 
Business. After culmination, the 
candidate can apply for Post- 
graduation work permit. 

Living in Canada was a great 
challenge for me, but I believe 
in learning new things and 
implementing them. Everyday 
in Canada taught me things 
that made me independent 
and helped me to get my foot 
towards success.”

Words: Babita Kanda
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Credit where credit is due. Which means a 
BIG CAT shout out to Monica Stiller (Hospital 
Manager, Trilake Animal Hospital and 
Referral Center/VCA Canda) and Tracy 
Heyland (Regional Operations Director, BC 
Mainland VCA Canada who provided the CAT 
Veterinary Hospital Assistant’s department a 
chance to attend the annual VCA conference in 
Vancouver on Feb 23.

The conference is a combination of tradeshow 
and guest speakers on subjects as wide 
ranging as ‘The Secret Equation to the Art 
of Persuasion’ and ‘Common Neurological 
Emergencies’.

This year VHA instructor Shannon B. was 
able to attend, and kept this journal of her 
experience for us!

“I am extremely grateful that I was able to 
attend this year’s conference. I learned a lot of 
information that will not only benefit myself, but 
more importantly, the students. 

My adventure started at 7:30am at Trilake 
Animal Hospital – our meeting place for the trip. 

It was an early morning for me, but I was eager 
to get to the conference. We boarded a large 
coach bus that had all the amenities: WIFI, 

CONFERENCE 
L LAC

plug-in’s and an on-board bathroom to name    
a few. 

I travelled with 17 other VCA employees who 
were all very accommodating. It took about 5 
hours to arrive in Vancouver. Upon arrival, I 
was invited to join VCA in their team building 
activity, laser tag! We played two rounds and it 
was so much fun. 

After the game they gave out prizes, and I was 
lucky enough to win a $25 Amazon gift card. 
We boarded back on the bus and were dropped 
off at the hotel. The VCA team settled into their 
rooms, and I went to my friend’s house to spend 
the night.

The day of the conference arrived. I was so 
excited that I showed up 90 minutes early 
waiting to enter. Luckily, coffee was brought out 
early as well!

We all got lanyards with our names on them and 
a VCA lunch kit as soon as we walked through 
the door. When we entered into the ballroom 
there were booths galore. Pharmaceutical, 
nutrition, and supply representatives were all 
present. Each booth had a game or interactive 
element, a prize draw, and freebies to take 
home. More notably I took home socks and 
water bottles. 

VHA instructor Shannon B. joined Okanagan 
members to travel to the Annual VCA 

Canada conference in Vancouver.

 Veterinary hospital Assistant
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When it came to meals we were provided with 
breakfast and lunch - yum! The conference was 
at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, and 
they were very accommodating to everyone’s 
dietary needs. 

For breakfast I had a lovely hot plate of 
potatoes, veggies, tofu scramble and fruit. Lunch 
was a delicious chickpea rice dish. Being that this 
was a conference, I participated in 3 different 
panels. The first was about pet nutrition. I 
wanted to join this panel to improve my Small 
Animal Nutrition course for CAT and get ideas. 

This panel was hosted by a board-certified 
nutritionist Dr. Allison Wara. Her presentation 
was called ‘Setting Healthy Pets Up For Success’, 
and her PowerPoint focused on the importance 
of taking a nutritional history on all patients. I 
plan to incorporate some of her material into 
my course. 

Her method for creating a feeding plan was 
really interesting - the simplicity of assessment, 
creation, implementation, review and repeat 
made making a pet’s feeding plan really 
straightforward.

The second panel - ‘Client Alchemy for 
Receptionists’ was about handling clients. 

I joined this panel to improve my Practical 
Experience course. The guest speaker, Dr. Dave 
Nichol, was amazing and he really had a lot 
to offer. He discussed not only dealing with 
difficult clients, but also how to utilize clients as 
advocates for your clinic. 

I think this was my favourite session because the 
speaker was so engaging. My biggest takeaway 
was to really give time to the clients; give them 
time to be heard, etc. 

The last panel was on feline anesthetic - ‘Myths 
and Misconceptions of Feline Anethesai and 
Analgesia’ with Dr. Larissa Ozeki. I chose this 
panel for my personal knowledge. The doctor 
that presented works in a cat-only hospital and 
has a great love for the feline species. 

The information that I learned in this panel was 
very valuable to me. Not every cat is the same, 
and you really need to tailor your anesthetic plan 
to the individual cat.

Overall this was a great experience and I would 
love to participate again next year. I will also be 
advocating for students to go to this conference 
now that I know the immense benefits.”
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we've 
been 
busy

Pancake Brunch: On Wed 15th Jan students from all programs 
lined up for free pancakes as they were made on-the-fly by 
CAT staffers Sean Ridgway, Matt Redmond and Skye Garnier. 
Toppings including fruit, whipped topping, chocolate drizzle 
and the classic butter and syrup. Yum!

Onesie Day: Students beat the winter blues on Thur 30th Jan by 
showing up to classes in their favourite onesie. All-in-all, it was a 
super cozy day!

Valentine’s Day ‘Spread the Love’: Beginning Feb 1st 
students filled out cards expressing words of appreciation and 
gratitude to instructors and peers. On Feb 14th, the cards were 
distributed to students. 

It’s Magic: Mentalist and magician Ryan Michael dropped by 
Wed 19th Feb putting on a free show for CAT’s students and 
staff. He then spent the afternoon with the Digital Photography 
students to create new promo photos for his website.

Collaboration Corner: Students from all different programs 
across CAT got together on Tues 18th Feb to share pizza, play 
games and discuss collaborative opportunities.

The Great Book Giveaway: The CAT EDU department cleaned 
out their cupboards in Feb and over 100 books found new 
homes with students. Ashley Bardos (Interior Design) won the 
Jelly Bean Competition - guessing 625, only 5 beans off the 
630 total. She won a CAT swag bag (and the jelly beans!).

Designing Women: This term, the Interior Design Q6 students 
were given the task of redesigning CAT’s student lounge. The 
cohort broke into 3 teams, and presented their final idea to a 
panel of CAT management on March 3rd. We can’t wait to see 
the winning design!

Yeti Farms: Todd Ramsay from Yeti Farm Creative popped in 
Thurs 12th Mar to chat with CAT animation students. He is one 
of CAT’s favourite guest speakers and we appreciate his time 
and support!

Happy (Stress-free) St Patrick’s Day!: This year St Pat’s fell 
during last week of term  so Student Success thought is fitting to 
hand out some themed ‘Stress Relief’ kits for students.

Images (from top): ‘Pancake Brunch’ design by Hannah Sartison (GDD); Onesie 
Day students, photo by Carrie Kiesewetter; ‘Spread the Love’ design by Hannah 
Sartison (GDD); DP instructor Grant Robinson and Magician Ryan Michael, selfie 
by Grant Robinson; ‘Collaboration Corner’ design by Sierra Simard (GDD).



‘ALMOST’ COVERS (SO GOOD WE HAD TO SHARE) | Top Row: Tina Raposo; Quinn Clark; 
Sierra Simmard. Middle Row: Sydney Zwack; Zach Bradshaw; Lucas Persson. 

Bottom Row: Shauna Gardiner; Hanna Sartison; Erica Stirling. 
All original photos by Q2 Digital Photography students with Grant Robinson. 


